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TRIBUTE TO TRACEY A. LYNCH

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Tracey A. Lynch, of Bronx, NY. Ms. Lynch is
being honored for her leadership and service
to the community by the Committee for Effec-
tive Leadership and the New York State
Democratic Committee. Born and raised in the
Throgs Neck/Silver Beach community, Ms.
Lynch has been an active member of the com-
munity for over twenty-five years. She is a
graduate of St. Helena’s Business School, The
Wood Secretarial School, and attended Pace
University as an undergraduate. She has been
married to Thomas Lynch for 20 years and is
the proud mother of three.

Ms. Lynch has been the President of the
Silver Beach Association (SBA) for the past 12
years and has coordinated a number of activi-
ties within the community to bring families to-
gether. Some of those events have included
Irish step dancing classes, sign language
classes, chess clubs, book clubs, and arts and
crafts. Other organizations with which Ms.
Lynch is involved are Throgs Neck Community
Action Partnership, the Throgs Neck Home-
owners Association, the Schuyler Hill Civic As-
sociation, and the 45th NYPD Precinct.

Ms. Lynch has been working for the Depart-
ment of Education since 2003 and is a Parent
Coordinator for P.S. 14, the Senator John D.
Calandra High School. In this role she serves
as a liaison between the Department of Edu-
cation and parents and guardians and assists
parents with education, social, medical and
community needs. Ms. Lynch also organizes
and facilitates workshops and meetings in
conjunction with the principal, teachers, staff
and community-based organizations.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Ms. Lynch
best wishes and good fortune in her future
projects.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 177, passage of H.R. 1130—Judicial Dis-
closure Responsibility Act, | was unavoidably
detained and unable to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

CELEBRATING MASTERFOODS USA
GREENVILLE FACILITY EXPAN-
SION

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | would like to commemorate the $15
million expansion of the Masterfoods USA
Mississippi Delta facility located in Greenville,
Mississippi.

For nearly 30 years, the Greenville facility
has produced America’s favorite branded rice,
Uncle Ben’s®, in its many variations. This fa-
cility currently produces more than 100,000
tons of rice per year. As part of the expansion,
Masterfoods USA will install state-of-the-art
processing equipment which will improve ca-
pacity to produce the line of Uncle Ben’s® 90-
second microwaveable Ready Rice®.

The facility is a significant contributor to the
state and local economy, employing approxi-
mately 200 associates and contributing mil-
lions of dollars in salaries and taxes. More-
over, each year, Masterfoods USA purchases
and processes more than 156,000 tons, or
$18 million, of Delta-grown rough rice through
this facility.

Of equal importance is the commitment of
Masterfoods USA and the Greenville facility to
local community and charitable endeavors. For
many years the company has been actively in-
volved with the Greater Greenville Chamber of
Commerce and many local charities including,
the United Way, the American Heart Walk, the
March of Dimes, the Salvation Army, the Boys
and Girls Club, and America’s Second Har-
vest. Through its long-standing partnership
with the Mississippi Area Food Network,
Masterfoods USA donates a large number of
Uncle Ben’s® products to regional food banks.
For example, following Hurricane Katrina,
Uncle Ben’s® donated 150 tons of food to
support relief efforts in the Gulf Region.

Through its partnership with America’s Sec-
ond Harvest, the company recently agreed to
co-sponsor the construction of a Kids Café at
the local Boys and Girls Club. Kids Café, the
most expansive child feeding program in the
United States, provides free meals and snacks
to low-income children through a variety of ex-
isting community locations. In addition to pro-
viding hot meals to hungry kids, some Kids
Cafe programs also offer a safe place, where
under the supervision of trustworthy staff, a
child can get involved in educational, rec-
reational and social activities that draw on ex-
isting community programs and often include
family members.

I am honored that the Masterfoods USA
Greenville facility is located within my district.
| ask you, Madam Speaker, and my col-
leagues to join me in commending
Masterfoods USA, and in particular, its Green-
ville facility and its officials, for their many
years of service and commitment to the Mis-
sissippi Delta region. | look forward to ap-

plauding their continued growth and success
for many years to come.

————

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HISPANIC COMMU-

NITY AFFAIRS COUNCIL’S
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PRO-
GRAM

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 25th Anniversary of the Hispanic
Community  Affairs Council’s  Scholarship
Awards Program. On May 3, 2007, members
of the community will gather at Chabot Com-
munity College in Hayward, California to honor
this milestone achievement.

The Hispanic Community Affairs Council
(HCAC) is a community-based organization in
Alameda County, California. It was organized
in 1978 by a group of individuals interested in
providing a forum to debate issues of interest
to the Latino/Hispanic communities, to share
information regarding employment opportuni-
ties and to develop a broad network of con-
cerned individuals. The overall purpose of
HCAC is to promote the value of education,
cultural diversity, community involvement and
political awareness.

A primary focus of the HCAC is the pro-
motion of higher education in the Hispanic
community through its annual Scholarship
Awards Program. Since the establishment of
this program, HCAC has awarded more than
one million dollars to over 1,200 students for
their pursuit of higher education. Scholarship
recipients will attend 4-year colleges and uni-
versities, community, colleges, vocational
training schools, or engage in graduate stud-
ies.

In 1983 HCAC awarded two scholarships.
As the program continued to progress, HCAC
celebrated its 20th year by awarding 100
scholarships. In 2005 HCAC awarded over
1,000 scholarships and in 2006, the organiza-
tion reached a milestone of over one million
dollars in scholarship awards.

One hundred percent of the money HCAC
raises goes into its scholarship program. The
organization does not have paid staff and ev-
eryone working on the scholarship program is
a volunteer. Scholarships of $1,500 to stu-
dents attending a 4-year college or post grad-
uate program and $750 awards to students at-
tending a community college are based on
academic achievement, financial need, and a
commitment by the students to give back to
their respective communities after completing
their education and achieving their career
goals.

The Hispanic Community Affairs Council is
an exemplary non-profit organization providing
invaluable opportunities for Hispanic students
to pursue their higher education. | applaud the
efforts of the partners of HCAC who contribute
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financially to the scholarship program and the
volunteers who also work tirelessly to ensure
the success of this model scholarship awards
program.

———

TRIBUTE TO AUTUMN NICOLE
MITCHELL OF KNOXVILLE, TEN-
NESSEE

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize an
outstanding young woman, Autumn Nicole
Mitchell. Audi, as she is known to her friends
and family, made a decision about 18 months
ago to help support the Wigs 4 Kids cancer
support network by growing her hair and then
donating it to other children without hair of
their own.

Wigs 4 Kids is a charitable organization that
provides wigs and services to children who
have lost their hair due to illness or disease.
Wigs 4 Kids’ main focus is on cancer patients,
but also includes other young people who face
similar challenges that cause hair loss, includ-
ing: alopecia, trichotillomania, lupus, hydro-
cephalus, burns and other disorders. When
donating their hair, young girls like Audi must
go to special salons that know how the hair
must be cut in order to be made into wigs for
others.

Audi is a typical, healthy young girl who
genuinely cares about her friends and neigh-
bors. Hearing about the thousands of other
children who lost their hair to cancer and other
diseases, Audi decided on her own that she
would grow out her hair so that she could do-
nate it to Wigs 4 Kids. It takes an exceptional
type of young person to recognize the needs
of others, and then to take affirmative action to
help them in their time of need.

Madam Speaker, | have seen the before
and after photos of young Audi. Once her
long, straight hair is made into a wig, | know
that her beautiful hair will look great on an-
other young child looking to regain some of
their self-esteem following their hair loss. Audi
is to be commended for her selfless act and
for being an example to other children in her
school and neighborhood. | know that her gen-
erosity will be appreciated by the Wigs 4 Kids
program, and trust that this act of compassion
will follow Audi throughout her life.

———————

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP ANGELO
ROSARIO

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Bishop Angelo Rosario, of Bronx, NY. Bishop
Rosario is being honored for his leadership
and service to the community by the Com-
mittee for Effective Leadership and the New
York State Democratic Committee. Bishop An-
gelo M. Rosario has been in pastoral ministry
for the past 44 years and embarked on this
path at the age of 18 while working with youth
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at a storefront church in the South Bronx. His
ministerial work was guided by the leadership
of the late Rev. Clemente Repollet. Bishop
Rosario was the youngest person to be or-
dained at the Assembly of Christian Churches
and remained there for over 25 years. He
studied and eventually taught at the A.l.C.
Theological Institute and the Latin American
Bible Institute.

Bishop Rosario and his wife, Rev. Nancy,
founded and presently preside over Church of
God’s Children in the highly populated housing
complex of Co-Op City in the Bronx. This insti-
tution presents a wide variety of year-round
educational, spiritual and community-minded
programs ranging from quality after-school
care and pastoral counseling to job placement
and health services. Bishop Rosario has orga-
nized many activities in the Co-Op City and
Bronx Community, among them the Somalia
Relief Fund, United Day of Prayer, Youth Day,
and job and health fairs.

He is a co-chair of Community Board 10 in
the Bronx and is the CEO of the Borough
President’s Bronx Clergy Task Force whose
mission is to bring all faiths together to work
for the betterment of the community through
quality education health care and financial sta-
bility through the houses of worship and com-
munity organizations.

From the streets of South Bronx to the pul-
pit, Bishop Rosario has dedicated himself to
helping the community. He is an advocate for
community development according to biblical
principles. He believes in one race—the
human race.

Bishop Rosario and his wife share a family
of 10 children and 22 grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Bishop
Rosario best wishes and good fortune in his
future projects.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 176, passage of H.R. 1284—Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act
of 2007, | was unavoidably detained and un-
able to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted

yea’.

«,
————

COMMENDING WEYERHAEUSER’S
DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | would like to recognize
Weyerhaeuser Corporation and its wonderful
community service in assisting in the relief ef-
forts and the rebuilding of the gulf coast that
was devastated by Hurricane Katrina in Au-
gust 2005. This outstanding company has
gone well beyond the call of duty, truly exem-
plifying what community service is.

The Weyerhaeuser Company was incor-
porated in 1900, and is one the world’s largest
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integrated forest product companies,
headquartered in Federal Way, Washington,
employing over 49,000 people in 18 countries.
In 2005, they recorded sales of $22.6 billion,
and the company manages more than 6.5 mil-
lion acres of timberlands in nine States. | am
pleased to note that 14 locations of the
Weyerhaeuser Corporation are in Mississippi
including several around the Second District.

In recognition of their outstanding commu-
nity service and dedication to helping those
who need it most, Weyerhaeuser Corporation
has been recognized with the Ron Brown
Award. This is the only Presidential award to
honor companies “for their exemplary quality
of their relationships with employees and com-
munities.” This award is presented to compa-
nies that have set forth strong initiatives to
strengthen their employees and the commu-
nity that surrounds them, as well as promote
pioneering business initiatives. The Ron
Brown Award was originally established by
President Bill Clinton after the late Secretary
of Commerce, Ron Brown, who believed that
“pbusinesses do well by doing good.” In my
opinion, there is no better choice for this
award than the Weyerhaeuser Company for its
outstanding work and dedication to our coun-
try.
On November 29, 2006, chairman, president
and CEO of Weyerhaeuser, Steve Rogel, ac-
cepted the Ron Brown Award from U.S. Sec-
retary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez at a
ceremony at the White House. Mr. Rogel ac-
cepted the award and dedicated it to
Weyerhaeuser's disaster relief coordinator,
Katy Taylor, along with the partners and vol-
unteers who attended the ceremony.

Also recognized in the White House cere-
mony was the North Carolina Baptist Builders,
with whom Weyerhaeuser teamed up in the
gulf coast relief efforts. The North Carolina
Baptist Builders is a faith-based organization
that set forth a large mission to rebuild 600
homes along the coast. To the credit of the
Baptist Builders, the Weyerhaeuser Company
recognized their “smoothly run rebuilding op-
eration to keep projects moving.” It is this kind
of forward thinking and teamwork that makes
the Weyerhaeuser Company so deserving of
the Ron Brown Award.

| am honored to have such a wonderful and
dedicated company that operates in Mis-
sissippi in places such as Magnolia, Philadel-
phia, and Richland. Weyerhaeuser Company
has been operating in Mississippi since 1956
with approximately 1,700 employees and
776,000 acres of timberland.

The dedication of Weyerhaeuser to the
community is astounding and sets a shining
example to other businesses about the impor-
tance of community service and helping the
less fortunate. To date, over 300 employees
and retirees from across the United States
and Canada have volunteered more than
42,000 hours of their time and helped rebuild
50 plus homes. Weyerhaeuser has a truly
generous policy of allowing employees 2 to 4
weeks’ paid leave to help volunteer in the re-
building efforts of the gulf coast. Not only does
it pay its employees while they are volun-
teering their time, but it also pays their way
and their spouses’ way for the rebuilding ef-
forts. Now, over a year later, Weyerhaeuser
employees are still participating in reconstruc-
tion efforts and have contributed a combined
disaster relief to date totaling more than $2.8
million. This is nothing short of extraordinary.
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While | can only mention some of the ac-
complishments of Weyerhaeuser Company’s
contribution, it is the people of Weyerhaeuser
have that truly made the difference to individ-
uals, families and the community as a whole.
As one family wrote in response to the help
from Weyerhaeuser volunteers, “Because of
all your efforts, we are home! Words cannot
truly express the outpouring of love we have
received. We are eternally grateful to our
Weyerhaeuser family.” This shows how the
assistance of strangers can surely touch one’s
life and make their life better and give true
meaning for caring in the community.

A sign of the high caliber of individuals
Weyerhaeuser employs is some of the com-
ments that went to the gulf coast to help. One
man noted, “The days were long and hot, the
work was intense, but the rewards were im-
measurable. This has been an experience |
won’t soon forget.” Another volunteer em-
ployee commented, “This experience was
such a blessing. | got so much more from it
than | felt | gave.” Even Weyerhaeuser’s retir-
ees participated and one reflected of the occa-
sion to assist those in need saying, “Having
once more the opportunity to work side by
side with other Weyerhaeuser employees and
retirees made me realize anew why | enjoyed
working for Weyerhaeuser so much. It's all
about the people and the values the company
ascribes to. Thanks again.”

Testimonies such as these speak volumes
of Weyerhaeuser Company and its dedication
to its employees and others. It goes beyond
helping those who are under its employment,
but it extends a helping hand to strangers to
make the world a better place to live.

| am pleased that Weyerhaeuser has had a
long standing tradition in Mississippi and espe-
cially in the Second District. It is without ques-
tion an admirable and outstanding company
that lives up to the highest meaning of com-
munity service.

Weyerhaeuser’s dedication to helping others
is immeasurable and | cannot thank the com-
pany enough for the work they have done and
continue to do. It is truly deserving of such a
prestigious award, and | am delighted to see
Weyerhaeuser’s efforts have been recognized
by the administration. The work of their em-
ployees and retirees shows that there is no
one more deserving.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EDEN AREA
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the Eden Area League of Women
Voters celebrating their 50th Anniversary on
April 13, 2007. The Eden Area League serves
the communities of Castro Valley, Hayward,
San Leandro and San Lorenzo, California.

The Hayward Area League joined with the
San Leandro League in 1988 to become the
Eden Area League of Women Voters.

The Hayward Area League of Women Vot-
ers was founded in 1957 by a group of Hay-
ward, California women interested in non-par-
tisan study of local and broader issues, and
non-partisan voter education. The Hayward

Area League is an expression of the National
League of Women Voters founded in 1920.
The League is dedicated to enfranchising all
voters, educating its members and the public
on local, state and national issues, providing
non-partisan public forums for candidate inter-
views and ballot measure discussions.

Members of the Eden Area League have
devoted thousands of hours to their commu-
nities to improve voter knowledge of local,
state and national issues. The members en-
courage community members to become in-
volved with a special focus on educating vot-
ers on state ballot propositions, local issues
and understanding governance structures.

The League, at all levels, has a well-de-
served reputation for educating themselves
and the public about critical public policy
issues and events that shape our democratic
process.

Over its 50 years of existence, the Eden
Area League of Women Voters can point to a
number of successful projects with pride. They
have become an integral part of the cities they
serve and provide an invaluable public service
to our communities.

| express my heartiest congratulations to the
Eden Area League of Women Voters on
reaching a milestone 50th Anniversary.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. CAROL AYER
OF SPRING HILL, FLORIDA ON
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Mrs.
Carol Ayer, the outgoing director of the Nature
Coast Festival Singers in Spring Hill, Florida.
Carol has served the Singers for nearly 6
years with honor and distinction. Soon, she is
leaving Florida to retire with her family in Wis-
consin.

Carol Ayer has dedicated her life to music.
After earning her degree in Music Education,
Music Performance, and English Literature
from Beloit Fine Arts College in Beloit, Wis-
consin, Carol taught English and music to stu-
dents of various ages throughout her career.
First moving to Hernando county in 1990, Mrs.
Ayer joined the alto section of the Nature
Coast Festival Singers in 1996. The Singers
were originally founded to sing The Messiah at
Christmas pageants, but have since expanded
to perform Christian music throughout the
year.

Carol’s late husband Peter served as direc-
tor and conductor from 1998 until his tragic
death in an airplane crash in 2001. Following
his death, Carol was named the Director and
Conductor of the Nature Coast Festival Sing-
ers, and during her tenure, the number of
members increased every year, with nearly
one hundred members performing in this
spring’s concert. As Conductor the musical
emphasis on The Messiah maintained the sa-
cred or classical nature of the Nature Coast
Festival Music’s charter.

The Nature Coast Festival Singers also es-
tablished a scholarship in memory of Peter in
thanks to Carol for her years of dedication.
The group adds to this scholarship fund
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through the generous offerings made at con-
certs. The singers fund three types of scholar-
ships, two in conjunction with the Chocochatti
Magnet School and the Brooksville Music
Club, and one related to the members of the
Nature Coast Festival Singers. These scholar-
ships provide funds for the study of music to
elementary age children, and high school and
college students.

Madam Speaker, Carol Ayer’s dedication to
music and the community has served as an
inspiration to thousands throughout Hernando
County. It is clear from the attendance at local
performances that Carol’s love of music has
been shared by many others. Carol is to be
commended for her years of service, her com-
mitment to the Lord, and for giving back to the
community and its musically inclined children.
Carol Ayer is a shining example of the good
that serving Jesus Christ can bring to our
friends and families, and she will be sorely
missed.

TRIBUTE TO YETTA G. KURLAND

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Yetta G. Kurland, of Bronx, NY. Ms. Kurland
is being honored for her leadership and serv-
ice to the community by the Committee for Ef-
fective Leadership and the New York State
Democratic Committee. She has been an ac-
tive proponent of civil rights in the New York
City area for over a decade and is a lawyer
who has dedicated her life to righting wrongs
and truly creating a society based on “equal
justice for all.” The founder of her own law
firm, Ms. Kurland has won some landmark vic-
tories, including those that deal with family
child protections as well as a settlement
against a major airline company for HIV dis-
crimination.

She currently serves as Vice President for
Communications for the Stonewall Democrats
of New York City and chaired their First An-
nual Women’s Event in June 2006. She has
worked with many other organizations includ-
ing the Gay Men’s Chorus, Live Out Loud, and
Gay Officers Action League and also sits on
the executive committee of the National Law-
yers Guild.

Ms. Kurland is involved in many legal asso-
ciations, including the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender Law Association of New
York (LeGal), the American Bar Association
(ABA), the New York State Bar Association
(NYSBA), the New York County Lawyers As-
sociation (NYCLA), and the City Bar of New
York. Additionally, she is the founder of Hello
World Language Center, an alternative lan-
guage and culture resource center, and is an
adjunct professor at New York University
where she teaches at the Steinhardt School of
Education.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Ms. Kurland

best wishes and good fortune in her future
projects.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
178, passage of H.R. 740—Preventing Har-
assment through Outbound Number Enforce-
ment (PHONE) Act of 2007, | was unavoidably
detained and unable to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

0,
———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | was not able to attend a
number of votes that took place March 21,
2007 on the House floor. | take my responsi-
bility to vote very seriously and had | been
present | would have voted: “Yea” on rolicall
167, Motion to Permit to Proceed in Order on
This Day; “Nay” on rollcall 168, Neugebauer
of Texas Amendment; “Nay” on rollcall 169,
Price of Georgia Amendment; “Yea” on rollcall
170, Al Green of Texas Amendment, as Modi-
fied; “No” on rollcall 171, On Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions; “Aye” on rollcall 172,
On Passage, Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing
Recovery Act of 2007; “Yea” on rollcall 173,
On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass,
Hawaiian Homeownership Opportunity Act;
“Yea” on rollcall 174, On Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass, as Amended, Joshua
Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act; “Yea”
on rollcall 175, On Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass, as Amended, Dr. James
Allen Veteran Vision Equity Act; “Yea” on roll-
call 176, On Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2007; “Yea” on rollcall 177,
On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass,
Judicial Disclosure Responsibility Act; and
“Yea” on rollcall 178, On Passage, Preventing
Harassment through Outbound Number En-
forcement (PHONE) Act of 2007.

———

IMMIGRANT ENTREPRENEURSHIP
FUELS AMERICAN ECONOMIC
GROWTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, the Center
for an Urban Future recently released a report
titted, “A World of Opportunity.” The “report
reiterates the fact that immigrant entre-
preneurs are key engines of growth for many
cities in the United States. Every census taken
from 1880 to 1990 has revealed that immi-
grants were self-employed significantly more
than American-born natives. The number of
immigrant entrepreneurs in 2005 was 350 out
of 100,000, compared to 280 of 100,000 for
those born in the United States. Research
maintains that immigrant entrepreneurs have
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made positive contributions to the U.S. econ-
omy for more than a century.

Nowhere are the contributions of self-em-
ployed immigrants, to urban economies, more
visible than in New York City, where people
migrate from almost every part of the world.
Despite ethnic differences, New York City im-
migrants often arrive with an entrepreneurial
determination. Over the past 10 to 15 years,
immigrant entrepreneurs have fueled much of
the overall growth in new businesses across
the City and have triggered dramatic turn-
arounds in neighborhoods. Communities such
as Sunset Park, Flushing, Richmond Hill and
Washington Heights have all reaped from the
seeds of growth powered by immigrant owned
businesses. There is no doubt that Immigrants
will continue to make significant contributions
to the City’s economic growth in the future.

There are several reasons why immigrants
start their own businesses and in such record
numbers. The risk of a business venture ap-
pears comparatively minimal to the surmount-
able risk immigrants have already taken when
packing up their homes and moving to a coun-
try where the majority of the people do not
speak their native language. Another motiva-
tion for immigrants to open up their own busi-
nesses is the recognition that they can offer a
variety of products and services that many
other entrepreneurs cannot. Similarly, many
immigrants prefer the solace that comes with
owning a business instead of having to deal
with the numerous struggles and frustrations
of participating in the large business work
force where immigrants are often discrimi-
nated against, paid unfairly and required to
work uncommon hours.

The stereotype that immigrant businesses
represent small “mom-and-pop shops” such
as restaurants and local grocery stores no
longer holds true. Immigrant entrepreneurs
have a growing presence in several vital sec-
tors of the New York City’s economy such as:
biotechnology, construction, food manufac-
turing, mass transportation, telecommuni-
cations and restaurant equipment sales. Every
year, Inc. Magazine publishes what they call
the “Inc. 500,” a list of America’s fastest grow-
ing privately owned businesses. In 2005, 55 of
Inc. Magazine’s 500 business owners were
immigrants. Collectively their companies em-
ployed more than 14,000 individuals and con-
tributed almost $1.4 billion to the U.S. econ-
omy.

At a time in which outsourcing and cor-
porate mergers are on the rise, it is likely that
small, home-grown businesses will only be-
come more integral to New York City’s future
economic success. However, while celebrating
these successes and contributions it is impor-
tant to remember that many immigrants face
considerable challenges when deciding to
open a business. New York’s regulatory envi-
ronment can be daunting to any entrepreneur.
The addition of language and cultural barriers,
in many cases, exacerbate this process.
Nonetheless, there are numerous organiza-
tions dedicated to educating entrepreneurs
about how to start a business and overcome
obstacles to growth, such as Seedco and the
Economic Development Corporation, which
offer classes on how to start a business, in
Spanish and Chinese.

| commend all of those who have migrated
to the United States in search of the American
dream, pursuing happiness by establishing
their own businesses and contributing posi-
tively to the fabric of our country’s economy.

March 23, 2007
TRIBUTE TO PAMELA BATES

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Pam Bates, of Bronx, NY. Ms. Bates is being
honored for her leadership and service to the
community by the Committee for Effective
Leadership and the New York State Demo-
cratic Committee. Ms. Bates is the mother of
one daughter and two sons and the grand-
mother of nine wonderful additions to her fam-
ily. She is a Graduate Student at Queens Col-
lege pursuing a Master's Degree in Political
Science and belongs to the CUNY Coalition
for Disabled Students and the Queens College
Committee for Disabled Students.

Ms. Bates is president of 504 North Star
Democratic Club and sits on the executive
board of the 504 Democratic Club which fo-
cuses on disability issues and rights. She is
also on the Board of Directors of Center for
Independence of the Disabled in New York
and is a member of the executive board of
Disabled in Action.

Ms. Bates serves on the Paratransit Advi-
sory Committee and the Taxi and Limousine
Advisory Commission, two positions which are
appointed by the New York City Council. She
is a member of the Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent’s Disability Task Force and the Disability
Network of New York City where she devotes
much of her time conducting press con-
ferences and attending hearings concerning
disability rights and issues. She has testified
at all levels of government on issues impact-
ing the rights of the disabled. Additionally, Ms.
Bates lobbies in Albany on behalf of the rights
of disabled students.

Ms. Bates is a devout activist and advocate
for the rights of people with mobility, sight,
hearing, and mental impairments. As a result
of her personal experiences as an African
American, a woman, and a wheelchair user,
she has given public lectures and written pa-
pers on the topics of disability and activism
and our legislative process.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Ms. Bates
best wishes and good fortune in her future
projects.

———
INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL
HOMELAND SECURITY PROCURE-

MENT LEGISLATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, as chair-
man of the Homeland Security Committee’s
Subcommittee on Management, Investigations
and Oversight, | am very concerned with the
potential for waste, fraud and abuse at the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS).

As we have heard all too often in recent
months, the Department is spending increas-
ing amounts of its resources on outside con-
tractors to help fulfill its job of preparing, pre-
venting and mitigating any future large-scale
catastrophic events on our soil.

Unfortunately, the contracts are numerous,
as are the dollars being doled out. Congress
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has discovered that, government-wide, Fed-
eral agencies have had help developing re-
quests for proposals (RFPs) for any number of
goods and services from industry insiders, all
in the interest of expediency.

While it is certainly reasonable for the gov-
ernment to consult with industry insiders dur-
ing RFP development, it is deplorable for
these industry insiders to make recommenda-
tions to the government that would result in
only one selectable proposal: that from the
company of the insider who assisted with the
initial RFP.

Such action is wrong, yet it has happened
on numerous occasions.

For example, starting in late 2003, DHS
issued an RFP for “eMerge2,” an effort to fin-
ish the consolidation of all of the financial sys-
tems of the DHS components into one new
system. The eMerge2 RFP was drafted in
large part by a single contractor. When the
contract was awarded, it was split between
two contractors, one of them being the com-
pany that helped write the RFP. Long story
short: eMerge2 was a failure.

The questions raised by eMerge2 run deep-
er than “just” the federal dollars that were
doled out without seeing any return. Indeed,
the eMerge2 fiasco raised serious questions
about whether more needs to be done, both
by DHS and by contractors, to ensure that the
“firewalls” contractors are using are actually
working. This legislation answers some of
those questions.

Similarly, when the Coast Guard (USCQG) re-
alized that the majority of its marine and avia-
tion fleet was in desperate need of upgrade, it
relied upon only two contractors to design the
entire Deepwater project, without nearly
enough consultation from USCG personnel.
Now the Coast Guard has had to pull ships
from service and is borrowing boats from the
Navy. Our waters are less secure now than
before 9/11 because of the fiasco that is
Deepwater.

Surely, there have been examples of unnec-
essary government largesse resulting in
waste. That said, while private industry as a
contracting partner can save taxpayer dollars,
| am skeptical that a business that helped to
write an RFP and was the only business quali-
fied to receive it really has the taxpayers’ best
interests in mind. In fact, this type of malfea-
sance is criminal, in my opinion.

This legislation seeks to eliminate the poten-
tial for future abuses of Federal homeland se-
curity procurement dollars. It would require
that any contract entered into after May 1,
2007 is not awarded to companies who played
a role in constructing the RFP for said con-
tract. If the company is awarded the contract,
the Secretary of Homeland Security must cer-
tify to Congress that the contract was issued
through a competitive process and that DHS
took all appropriate measures to ensure that
during the RFP design stage, any potential
contractor could not influence the RFP to favor
itself. Additionally, it would allow for contrac-
tors who had input in the process to be hired
as subcontractors if they had input designing
the RFP but were not ultimately selected as
the lead contractor.

| would encourage my colleagues to join me
in supporting this necessary legislation, which
has the potential to save the Federal Govern-
ment hundreds of millions of dollars, if not
more annually. The financial resources of the
Federal Government are limited. It should not

be as easy as it currently is to game the sys-
tem and bilk tens of millions of dollars at a
time out the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s budget.

————————

A TRIBUTE TO MR. JOHN S.
NIGRELLI, SR.

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the accomplish-
ments of Mr. John S. Nigrelli, Sr., Chairman of
the United Savings Bank. Mr. Nigrelli has
been chosen as the recipient of the 2007
Achievement Award sponsored by the Asso-
ciation Regionale Calabrese of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Nigrelli's lifetime of excellence and
achievement began at the Lawrence Savings
and Loan Association. During his time there,
he began night school to further his education
and completed an Associate degree in busi-
ness administration from the Wharton School
of The University of Pennsylvania.

While attending night school, Mr. Nigrelli
dedicated himself to Albert Lawrence Savings
and Loan in an effort to continue his advance-
ment through the bank. These tremendous ef-
forts, both educational and professional, were
recognized. In 1963, Mr. Nigrelli was elected
as an officer of the bank. Throughout his ca-
reer, he continued to conquer his professional
goals and continued his quest for education
and knowledge. In 1970, he was elected Ex-
ecutive Vice President and in 1977, he was
named President and C.E.O. He continued to
hold that position untii 2006 when he was
named Chairman and C.E.O. As Albert Law-
rence Savings and Loan transformed into
United Savings Bank throughout the years,
Mr. Nigrelli’'s experience has always guided
the bank to unparalleled success.

The bank flourished under Mr. Nigrelli's
leadership, knowledge, and experience. His
efforts were recognized not only by the com-
munity of Philadelphia but by several publica-
tions, as one of the most established and sta-
ble banks in the city.

Even today, Mr. Nigrelli’'s kindness is felt
through the organizations and charities in
which he is a part. Throughout his profes-
sional success, this great man was supported
by his wife, Marie Pedano. Although she
passed away in August 10, 2002, her inspira-
tion continues to contribute to Mr. Nigrelli's
continued success. John’s endeavors have
also been supported by his four beloved chil-
dren and seven grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in congratulating
Mr. John Nigrelli, Sr. on his 2007 Achievement
Award sponsored by the Association
Regionale Calabrese. This great honor could
not go to a better man.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 20, 2007, | was traveling with the
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President of the United States to attend a
meeting back in the district and thus missed
rollcall votes #160 through 163. Had | been
present, | would have voted “Yea” on rolicall
votes 161 and 162 and “Nay” on rollcall votes
160 and 163.

RECOGNIZING THE 42ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF MAUI ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, INC.

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 42nd Anniversary of Maui
Economic Opportunity, Inc. (MEO), which was
chartered as a community action agency on
March 22, 1965, by Federal mandate under
the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964.

The motto of MEO is “Helping People.
Changing Lives.” And for these past 42 years,
MEO has maintained a successful record of
service by providing basic tools for living, for
earning, for self-reliance, and for community
involvement.

MEO has initiated many important programs
on the Valley Isle, which include specialized
bus transportation for seniors, persons with
disabilities, and youth; Head Start; Enlace
Hispano; community reintegration of prison
former inmates; micro-enterprise loans; busi-
ness education for low income entrepreneurs;
employment training and placement programs;
Low Income Home Energy Assistance; and
energy conservation and home energy assist-
ance for low-income persons. Most impres-
sively, MEO is able to serve all three islands
that comprise the County of Maui: Maui,
Lanai, and Molokai.

MEOQ is one of only a handful of agencies—
out of over 1,000 community action agencies
nationwide—selected by the National Commu-
nity Action Partnership to receive an Agency
of Excellence Award, highlighting superior ad-
ministrative operations and program excel-
lence. This translates into advocacy and out-
standing services tailored to the needs of the
Maui community.

| would like to extend a sincere mahalo nui
loa (thank you very much) to the staff of MEO
for their hard work and dedication. May the
next four decades prove to be as successful.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRIS-
TOPHER JAMES CEPEDA
FERNANDEZ

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
with heavy heart to mourn with my constitu-
ency the loss of Guam, Army National
Guardsman Specialist Christopher James
Cepeda Fernandez.

On March 5, 2007, Specialist Fernandez, a
28-year-old father of one, was killed while
serving on deployment in support of the Com-
bined Joint Task Force in the Horn of Africa.
Due to Christopher’s patriotism and sacrifice
to our country, he was posthumously pro-
moted to Sergeant.
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Service men and women from Guam have
always been willing and ready to answer the
call to arms to defend this great Nation, and
we—their families, friends and neighbors—
have always supported them, knowing the
risk. As people of a small island community,
the ties among us are very deep.

Sgt. Chris Fernandez was the son of Jo-
seph Mendiola Fernandez and Marie Cepeda
Fernandez of the “Golo” and “Chungi” clans.
He was the brother of John, Carmela, Steph-
anie and Michelle Fernandez, and the doting
father of six-year-old Kaenani Lei Guyal
Fernandez, whom he adored. According to his
family, Chris loved to take Kaenani to the
movies, shopping—almost everywhere she
wanted to go. He made the most of the time
he could spend with her.

When not with Kaenani, Chris enjoyed play-
ing basketball and baseball, among other
sports. He also liked fishing, drag-racing, and
barbequing with friends. He attended John F.
Kennedy High School and graduated from
Guam Community College. Madam Speaker, |
offer these bits of personal information be-
cause Sergeant Christopher James Cepeda
Fernandez deserves to be remembered as
more than a name on a casualty list. He was
a son of Guam, a proud soldier, willing and
prepared to defend his country and his home
island, no matter what the price. And he paid
that price.

Christopher James Cepeda Fernandez lost
his life in the noble effort to rebuild a nation
in freedom so that others might some day
know the joys of liberty and justice.

With heavy but proud hearts, | extend heart-
felt condolences and profound sympathy to
Chris’'s family on behalf of the People of
Guam and a grateful nation. Chris was a car-
ing son, a loving brother and friend, a devoted
father, and a proud American patriot.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE LIBRARY OF THE
CHATHAMS

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Library of the Chat-
hams serving Chatham Borough and Chatham
Township, Morris County, New Jersey, vibrant
communities that | am proud to represent! On
June 9, 2007, the good citizens of the town-
ship and borough will celebrate their library’s
100th Anniversary with an old fashioned ice
cream social.

On June 1, 1907, the Chatham Public Li-
brary opened in the new Borough Hall and
Fire House at 10 Fairmount Avenue and the
first library card was issued. In 1920, the li-
brary moved to the corner of Fairmount Ave-
nue and Main Street because there was a trol-
ley stop there and display windows for books.
The library moved again in 1924, this time to
the Fairview Hotel site, where it remains
today.

By 1932, there were 2,415 registered bor-
rowers, more than 50 percent of the popu-
lation. In 1957, the library held 27,500 books,
100 periodicals, foreign language records, mu-
sical and dramatic recordings, art reproduc-
tions, a Great Books Club, Horne Reader
service, Storyhour, Storytime, and a playpen.
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Two wings were added to the original 1924
building in the early sixties, the first was the
west wing to house the Children’s collection
and the second was the east wing to house
the Adult and Young Adult collections.

A major change took place in 1975. After
several years of discussions, meetings and
presentations, a referendum was placed on
the November, 1975 ballot, asking for ap-
proval of jointure—to form a library serving
both towns. It passed and on January 1, 1975,
the Chatham Public Library became the Joint
Free Public Library of the Chathams. All resi-
dents and those working in the Chathams are
entitled to free borrowing privileges. The Li-
brary is tax supported on a per capita basis by
both municipalities, and administered by six
jointly appointed trustees with five year terms,
a representative of the school system and
both mayors or their representative.

1985 saw the Library become fully auto-
mated in MAIN (Morris Automated Information
Network) which joins all Morris County librar-
ies by computer database. Renovations and
additions have occurred on a regular basis,
the last being one for more than $4 million,
which opened to the public on January 11,
2004. Today approximately 182,000 items are
circulated annually, and 9,668 cards are in ex-
istence!

Madam Speaker, | urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Li-
brary of the Chathams on the celebration of its
100th Anniversary!

TRIBUTE TO SPECIALIST BRYAN
ANDERSON

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. RENZI. Madam Speaker, a good friend
of mine, Neill Sachs, recently wrote me about
a co-worker of his, an Iraq veteran, Specialist
Bryan Anderson. In late 2005, Specialist An-
derson’s Humvee was struck by a roadside
bomb while driving in Baghdad. Specialist An-
derson lost both of his legs and most of his
left arm as a result of the blast.

Anderson was sent to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center for rehabilitation. After spend-
ing over a year of intensive and grueling 6
hours a day, 5 days a week therapy sessions,
Specialist Anderson has returned home to llli-
nois to a heartfelt hero’s welcome.

He will undoubtedly require treatment for the
rest of his life, and he will need our financial
and medical support. As we begin our work in
the 110th Congress, | urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to work together and
ensure that our servicemembers, such as
Specialist Anderson, are given the medical
care, benefits, and the tools they need to suc-
ceed in civilian life.

| am deeply grateful for Specialist Anderson
and the other men and women in our Armed
Services.

March 23, 2007
HONORING ALEX HALBERSTEIN

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
would like to thank the Southeast Region of
the Boys Town Jerusalem for their initiative to
honor Alex Halberstein. | am very pleased that
on March 28, 2007 we will express our re-
spect and appreciation for the one of the most
outstanding members of the Greater Miami
Jewish community.

More than 32 years ago, Alex Halberstein
immigrated to the United States. He started
working for the Pan Amco Finance Coopera-
tion that is involved in transactions on behalf
of Florida/Latin American importers and ex-
porters. Following, he became the head of the
International Division and Executive Vice
President of Capital Bank. Alex is currently an
International Bank Consultant.

Throughout his career, Alex has always
been active in community service. Alex gives
much of his time and energy to enrich the
lives of the members of our community. He
serves as a member on the boards of the
Jewish Community Services, Florida Friends
of Hebrew University; Hillel Council and the
greater Miami Jewish Federation. He also
serves as a member of the National Executive
Board and the Miami Dade County Executive
board of AIPAC. In addition, Alex is the chair-
man of the Florida Congressional Committee,
co-chair of the North Dade Campaign, chair-
man of the Latin America Migration Campaign
and vice president of the international division
of the lIsrael and Overseas, and Allocation
Committee past treasurer and secretary.

In addition to his tremendous service to our
community, Alex also demonstrates a pas-
sionate commitment to make the lives of eco-
nomically disadvantaged lIsraelis better and
their futures brighter. By embracing the mis-
sion of the Boys Town Jerusalem Foundation,
he enables many young lIsraelis to become
leaders in the fields of technology, commerce,
education, the military and public service.

As Americans and citizens of humanity, we
owe a debt of gratitude for his invaluable con-
tributions to build a better future for our Nation
and our world. Alex is leading an example for
others in our community. He is a successful
banker and a truly remarkable community
leader. But above all else, Alex Halberstein is
a wonderful human being.

Without reservation, | support the Southeast
Region of the Boys Town Jerusalem in recog-
nizing the great honor being bestowed upon
Alex Halberstein and wish him continued hap-
piness in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO JUNE BUCHANAN
CRUSADERS

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the players and
coaches of the 2006-2007 June Buchanan
Crusaders basketball team.

In Kentucky, basketball is something of an
institution. 1t embodies a tremendous spirit of
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teamwork and dedication, and the Crusaders
have shown that they possess both character-
istics. The Bluegrass State is widely known for
producing great basketball teams, and the
June Buchanan Crusaders are no exception.
Making it to the state tournament marks a tre-
mendous milestone in their journey for excel-
lence, and | am proud of their accomplish-
ment.

June Buchanan School is located in the
small town of Pippa Passes, Kentucky and
has 74 students in grades 9 through 12. After
winning the regional championship in Southern
Kentucky (26-6), the team is playing in the
first round of the Kentucky state basketball
tournament at Rupp Arena tonight.

Madam Speaker, | want to congratulate the
Crusaders for their tremendous success
throughout the entire season and wish them
the best in the boy’s state basketball tour-
nament. Through their hard work, determina-
tion, and skill they have made Southeastern
Kentucky very proud. | ask each of my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the June Bu-
chanan basketball team.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE INDONESIAN GOVERN-
MENT TO THE UNITED STATES

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
since the United States embarked on a mis-
sion to rid the world of terrorism, many of our
friends around the world have distanced them-
selves from America, hoping that will shield
them from the wrath the terrorists will one day
bring to their countries. Indonesia has done
the opposite: the government of the country
home to the world’s largest population of Mus-
lims has instead forged stronger ties with the
United States.

Recognizing Indonesia’s importance on the
global stage, its government—first under
Megawati Soekarnoputri, and since then,
under the leadership of Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono—has worked closely with the
United States to fight terrorism, and the
spread of radical Islamism. This alliance has
come at no small cost to the Indonesians, as
terrorists have repeatedly punished Indonesia
by targeting hotels, nightclubs and other tour-
ist attractions with deadly acts of terrorism.
Nevertheless, the government of Indonesia
has not wavered in its commitment, and has
proven itself to be a great friend to the United
States.

As Indonesia has supported the United
States in our Global War against Terrorism, it
is important that the United States continues
to support Indonesia by recognizing its sov-
ereignty, and that it doesn’t intervene into In-
donesia’s internal matters. The government of
Indonesia has proven itself to be more than
sufficiently mature and responsible to handle
its own internal issues, which relate only to In-
donesians, and the United States should re-
spect its abilities. The government of Indo-
nesia has shown America that respect, and |
believe we owe it to them to do the same.

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FED-
ERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT PEN-
SION ADJUSTMENT EQUITY ACT
OF 2007

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, along
with my colleague from Pennsylvania, Mr.
PLATTS, | am proud to | introduce the Federal
Law Enforcement Pension Adjustment Equity
Act of 2007. | am also very pleased to have
other distinguished members of this body as
original cosponsors of this important bipartisan
legislation, including Mr. STUPAK of Michigan
and Ms. JO ANN DAvis, Mr. MORAN and Ms.
DRAKE of Virginia.

Retirees of the United States Park Police
and the Secret Service Uniformed Division
who began their careers before January 1,
1984, were promised that, upon retirement,
the would receive increases in their annuities
proportional to pay increases for active duty
servicfmen and women. However, language
included into the 2001 Consolidated Appro-
priations Act specifically denied this promise to
this group of retirees as a cost-saving meas-
ure.

As a consequence, these retirees have
been denied an annuity increase at great per-
sonal financial cost, even though they entered
federal uniformed service with the promise
that these annuities would be there for them
upon retirement. This is a gross injustice to
those who put their lives on the line every day
in service to their country.

That is why we are introducing the Federal
Law Enforcement Pension Adjustment Equity
Act of 2007, to ensure that Congress does
what is right, what is just and what is fair. This
legislation is bipartisan and should not be con-
troversial. It is my hope that this body can
move this bill expeditiously through the legisla-
tive process and correct an injustice against
uniformed federal personnel who have been
willing to make the ultimate sacrifice to serve
our country.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY
HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
today is National Agriculture Day. National Ag-
riculture Day occurs every year on the first
day of Spring. This is a week when we honor
agriculture for providing safe, abundant and
affordable products, a strong economy, a
source of renewable energy, and a world of
job opportunities.

It goes without saying that agriculture is tre-
mendously important to my district and the na-
tion as a whole, and | hope you join me in
celebrating everyone who works so hard to
provide for the world.

The Third District of Nebraska is one of the
largest agricultural districts in the country. Our
district ranks first in the value of sales of
grains and oilseeds, second in total value of
agricultural products sold, and first in cattle
and calve inventory.
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Simply put: Agriculture matters. National Ag-
riculture Week is about celebrating the impact
the industry has on our State, our Nation, and
our everyday lives. I'm proud to represent the
Third District of Nebraska, a district that truly
embodies the spirit of this celebration.

INTRODUCTION OF THE MAIL-IN-
BALLOT TRACKING ACT OF 2007

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Mail-In Ballot
Tracking Act of 2007—a bill to implement pro-
cedures for tracking the growing number of
ballots in States throughout the country that
are transmitted through the mail.

Although voters across the Nation are in-
creasingly choosing to cast their ballots by
mail because it is more convenient and they
have more time to study their choices, many
voters have been hesitant to do so because,
quite frankly, they are worried that they cannot
determine for certain where their mail ballots
are in the system and whether they were actu-
ally received and counted.

In most cases, the fears of one’s mail-in bal-
lot somehow being lost in the system are un-
founded—but we all know the fear is still
there. Our Nation’s voters deserve electoral
procedures that are transparent and which
strengthen their faith in democracy.

Sometimes there is reason for concern. |
have heard horror stories from people who
simply did not receive a ballot they requested.

Other voters have called their overwhelmed
elections offices and waited on hold for too
long trying to find out whether their ballot has
been mailed or received. Even when they get
to speak with an informed elections official,
that official often cannot tell the voter where
the ballot is because it is somewhere in the
postal system.

The good news is that it is possible and
practical to track mail ballots.

We have been tracking the process of over-
night packages for years by using the Internet
and the telephone. There is no reason why we
cannot track ballots using similar technology.

In fact, some jurisdictions such as San
Mateo County, CA are already tracking ballots
with great success.

The United States Postal Service is cur-
rently introducing an “Intelligent Mail” system
which, if applied to election mail, will allow vot-
ers to find out via the Internet or the telephone
which postal processing facility last handled
their ballots and when they were handled
there.

Quite simply, the technology will soon exist
to seamlessly track ballots from the time they
are sent out from the appropriate elections of-
fice to the time they are received back and in-
clude all the key postal points along the way.

Implementing ballot tracking systems will
bring voters peace of mind and reduce the
burden on elections offices which are often
barraged with phone calls from voters trying to
determine the status of their ballots.

This legislation will also allow a voter to
know whether his or her ballot passed the
verification stage and will be counted.

Not only is mail ballot tracking feasible and
helpful, but it is also affordable.
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Setting up systems at an elections office
can be as simple as redesigning a website.

Adding barcodes to envelopes already going
through the postal process can cost tiny frac-
tions of a penny per piece.

Purchasing any additional scanning or tele-
phone equipment is also relatively inexpensive
for election technology.

Mail ballot tracking could even help elec-
tions offices save money in the long run as
call volumes will likely go down and the strain
on staff declines.

Mail ballot tracking is a win-win for all.

| believe it will increase voter participation
as it increases peace of mind.

We should follow the lead of the trailblazers
who are already tracking mail ballots and en-
sure this level of security, transparency, and
accountability to all voters who either choose
to vote by mail or who live in one of the grow-
ing number of localities holding all-mail elec-
tions.

| ask my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to join me in supporting this effort to
strengthen the democratic process and give
American voters the electoral certainty they
deserve.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | was not
present for votes on Monday, March 19 and
Tuesday, March 20, 2007 because | was
meeting with British Members of Parliament in
an effort to build an international coalition to
end the Irag War. If | was present, | would
have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall No. 157 (H.R. 138, Recog-
nizing the importance of Hot Springs National
Park on its 175th anniversary);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 158 (H.R. 658, Natural
Resource Protection Cooperative Agreement
Act);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 159 (H.R. 839, Arthur
V. Watkins Dam Enlargement Act);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 160 (H. Res. 254, Pro-
viding for consideration of the bill [H.R. 1227]
to assist in the provision of affordable housing
to low income families affected by Hurricane
Katrina);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 161 (H. Con. Res. 42,
Honoring the heroic service and sacrifice of
the 6,500 glider pilots of the United States
Army Air Forces during World War Il);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 162 (H.R. 759, Redes-
ignating the Ellis Island Library on Ellis Island,
NY as the “Bob Hope Memorial Library”);

“Yea” on rollcall No. 163 (On approving the
Journal);

“No” on rollcall No. 164 (Hensarling Amend-
ment to H.R. 1227, to require recipients of
rental assistance under the bill to perform 20
hours per week of approved work activities);

“No” on rollcall No. 165 (Biggert Amend-
ment to H.R. 1227, to require that, instead of
replacing all pre-Katrina public housing units,
only the number of public housing units occu-
pied pre-Katrina be replaced); and

“Aye” on rollcall No. 166 (Al Green Amend-
ment to H.R. 1227, to extend FEMA housing
assistance for evacuees of Hurricanes Katrina,
Rita, and Wilma until December 31, 2007 and
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provide tenant-based voucher assistance upon
termination of FEMA housing assistance for
eligible families)

—————

PREVENTING HARASSMENT
THROUGH OUTBOUND NUMBER
ENFORCEMENT (PHONE) ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| strongly support H.R. 740, because it is im-
portant that we broaden the scope of current
law to prohibit a person from engaging in
“spoofing,” which is the use of incorrect, fake
or fraudulent caller identification—caller ID—to
hide their identity in order to facilitate a fraudu-
lent telephone call to the recipient. In addition,
the bill provides the tools needed for the De-
partment of Justice to prosecute and protect
against criminals who engage in spoofing.

H.R. 740, the Preventing Harassment
through Outbound Number Enforcement—
PHONE—ACct of 2007, is intended to help pro-
tect consumers from harassment, identity
theft, and other crimes. The legislation creates
a new Federal crime to prohibit using or pro-
viding, in interstate or foreign commerce, false
caller ID information with the intent to defraud.

Recently, the technology needed to spoof
has become readily available, either through
the purchase of Internet telephone equipment
or through Web sites specifically set up to
spoof. For example, Voice-over-Internet-Pro-
tocol—VOIP—equipment can easily be config-
ured to populate the caller ID field with infor-
mation of the user's choosing. Some of the
technology can block any back technology
such as the star symbol or dash 69.

Caller ID spoofing is a form of identity theft
that can cause damaged credit and financial
ruin. Call recipients sometimes divulge per-
sonal and private information to the spoofer,
under the mistaken belief that the caller is a
legitimate caller. For example, the AARP—for-
merly the American Association of Retired
Persons—has reported cases in which people
received calls that made false claims that they
missed jury duty. To avoid prosecution, these
individuals were told they needed to provide
their Social Security number and other per-
sonal information. The phone number that ap-
peared on their caller ID was from the local
courthouse, so people assumed the caller was
telling the truth.

In addition to identity theft, spoofing invades
the privacy of those individuals whose caller
ID is used to mask fraudulent calls and can be
used as a form of aggressive harassment. The
use of this technology has been linked to
fraud, prank telephone calls, political attacks,
and telemarketers who attempt to avoid the
current “do not call” limits.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support H.R. 740
and urge my colleagues to join me in voting
for its passage.

March 23, 2007

186TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
acknowledgement of last week’s consideration
and passage of H. Res. 228, a bill recognizing
the 186th anniversary of the independence of
Greece and celebrating Greek and American
democracy.

| am honored to have supported a bill
whose significance is so extensive and which
has such enormous personal meaning to me.

My paternal grandfather emigrated from
Greece in the early 20th century and earned
his citizenship in his new country by fighting in
World War I. My father, Socrates, continued
the Space family’s patriotic tradition by serving
in the Marines during the Korean War. After
the war, my father attended Ohio State’s law
school, thanks to the GI Bill.

| am immensely proud of my Greek herit-
age, but I'm also proud of the Greek American
community. In fact, I'm proud of the symbiotic
relationship between my Greek heritage and
the Greek-American legacy.

The opportunities afforded to my father and
my father's father in America were—in my
opinion—a result of the democratic by-prod-
ucts of freedom and liberty that Americans
enjoy, thanks to the Greeks.

Early on, America’s Founding Fathers
looked to the ancient Greeks and their enlight-
ened society for inspiration in forming a new
government. In fact, American representative
democracy, as we know it, is rooted in the phi-
losophy and ethos of the Greeks.

Today, as we celebrate the anniversary of
this wonderful Nation’s independence, it's im-
portant that we continue to recognize the sig-
nificance of Greek contributions to the global
society. As an American, and as a Greek, |
very much support the sentiment of H. Res.
228.

————

HONORING U.S. NAVY COMMANDER
CAROL BOHN

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, | ask my
Colleagues to join me in honoring Commander
Carol Bohn, U.S. Navy, Retired.

Commander Bohn provided outstanding
service to our country as a commissioned offi-
cer, and in retirement, she continues to pro-
vide exceptional service to the Tri Valley com-
munity and to our men and women in uniform.

Commander Bohn'’s family instilled in her a
deep-rooted sense of commitment to public
service. Her late mother and father were
World War |l veterans, her sister currently
serves as a Captain in the U.S. Navy and her
brother serves as a Captain in the Navy Re-
serve.

Commander Bohn gave 25 years of exem-
plary service to our country in the U.S. Navy
Nurse Corp. This included a tour aboard the
Hospital Ship USNS Mercy during Operation
Desert Storm, when she provided care and
comfort to wounded service members.
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A member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) for approximately fifteen years, Com-
mander Bohn now serves as Chaplain for the
VFW Pleasanton Post #6298. In the course of
her service with the VFW, Commander Bohn
has participated in numerous color guards for
various community groups and organizations.
She was also instrumental in leading drives to
obtain phone cards and other essential items
for our nation’s troops. Her efforts not only
won her Post an award, but more importantly,
they improved the morale of our men and
women in uniform deployed overseas. On
March 17, 2007, Commander Bohn’s Post pre-
sented her with a special award for her un-
questioned patriotism and continued diligence
to recognize and honor all veterans.

Commander Bohn has resided in
Pleasanton for the past 20 years. Each year,
Pleasanton hosts a Veterans Day Parade hon-
oring those who have served and continue to
serve our great nation. Commander Bohn is
instrumental in the planning and implementa-
tion of this event, which honors the many sac-
rifices made by our fighting men and women.
Through Commander Bohn’s tireless efforts,
the people of Pleasanton and the 11th Con-
gressional district are assured that our vet-
erans will not be forgotten.

Equally committed to public service and to
her family, Commander Bohn is a dedicated
wife, mother and grandmother. She is married
to a retired Navy Commander, and together
they have two children and four grandchildren.

Commander Bohn’s dedication is in keeping
with the highest traditions of the Armed Forces
of the United States and serves as an exam-
ple to all. For that reason, | ask my Col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing citizen and leader.

———

PERMITTING USE OF ROTUNDA
FOR A CEREMONY COMMEMO-
RATING THE DAYS OF REMEM-
BRANCE OF VICTIMS OF THE
HOLOCAUST

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Con. Res. 66,
which authorizes the use of the rotunda of the
Capitol for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of
victims of the Holocaust.

The Holocaust was not a random act of
mass murder but a systematic campaign of
genocide carried out by the Nazis against the
Jews. The world must never forget the more
than six million Jews who perished in the Hol-
ocaust. In total, the victims accounted for
more than 60 percent of the pre-World War ||
Jewish population of Europe.

We must never forget the evil acts that hap-
pened during that era and continue the fight
against racism, intolerance, bigotry, prejudice,
discrimination and anti-Semitism in every form
today.

More than 60 years later, the Holocaust is
still a presence, and there are living memorials
all over the world dedicated to the memory of
those who lost their lives in one of history’s
darkest hour and to the continuing education
to conquer prejudice, hatred, and injustice.

As we authorize the rotunda of the Capitol
to be used on April 19, 2007 for a ceremony
as part of the commemoration for the days of
remembrance of victims of the Holocaust, let
us also be careful not to repeat history. We re-
member the atrocities that surround us today
in the Darfur region of Sudan. It is right that
we should gather at the rotunda to remember
a period of such unspeakable horror that it will
never be forgotten and which we must never
again allow to happen.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support H.
Con. Res. 66 and authorize the use of the ro-
tunda of the Capitol to commemorate those
who perished in the Holocaust.

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Mr. Speaker, | support H.R.
1284, a bill that will increase the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-connected
disabilities and also increase the rates of de-
pendency and indenmity compensation for the
survivors of certain disabled veterans.

As a member of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, and as the son and grandson of Amer-
ican veterans, | fully support the implementa-
tion of this bill. Passing H.R. 1284 is a matter
of fairness to our veterans. These brave men
and women sacrificed the best years of their
lives in service to our nation, and they deserve
all the resources they were promised and
have earned.

As the cost of living increases each year, so
should the funds set aside for our nation’s
wounded warriors. It is unreasonable to ask
our veterans to pay out of pocket for the serv-
ices that they were promised, but that is unfor-
tunately what happens when day-to-day living
costs exceed veterans’ disability compensa-
tion. For many veterans living on fixed in-
comes, they need the annual cost of living ad-
justment. Congress has an obligation to pass
a cost of living adjustment measure to ensure
that these veterans can continue their current
standards of living and cover the costs of their
basic needs.

H.R. 1284 also makes certain that the rates
of dependency and indemnity compensation
for the survivors of disabled veterans keep
pace with annual inflation. The spouses and
children of veterans often suffer silently on the
sidelines as their loved ones struggle with
combat-related disabilities. We owe it to vet-
erans’ strongest support network—the families
of veterans—to meet their needs when ad-
dressing a cost of living adjustment.

| believe that Members on both sides of the
aisle can and should rally behind this bill, as
well as H.R. 327, the Joshua Omvig Veterans
Suicide Prevention Act, and H.R. 797, a bill to
improve vision compensation benefits for vet-
erans.

| urge the speedy passage of all three of
these bills on behalf of Ohio 18’s 66,000 vet-
erans and all of America’s veterans,
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | was granted
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted in the following manner:

Rollcall No. 157 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 138)—"Aye”;

Rollcall No. 158 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H. R. 658)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 159 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 839)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 160 (On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution on H. Res. 254)—"“Nay”;

Rollcall No. 161 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Con. Res. 42, as
amended)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 162 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 759)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 163 (On Approving the Jour-

nal)—“No”;

Rollcall No. 164 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Mr. Hensarling of
Texas) “Aye”;

Rollcall No. 165 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Ms. Biggert of II-
linois) “Aye”;

Rollcall No. 166 (On Agreeing to the

Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Mr. Al Green of
Texas) “Nay”;

Rollcall No. 167 (On the Motion to Permit to
Proceed in Order on This Day)—“Nay”; .

Rollcall No. 168 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Mr. Neugebauer
of Texas) “Aye”;

Rollcall No. 169 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Mr. Price of
Georgia) “Aye”;

Rollcall No. 170 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment to H.R. 1227 by Mr. Al Green of
Texas) “Nay”;

Rollcall No. 171 (On the Motion to Recom-
mit H.R. 1227 with Instructions)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 172 (On Passage of H.R.
1227)—"Nay”;

Rollcall No. 173 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 835, as amended)—
“Nay”;

Rollcall No. 174 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 327, as amended)—
“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 175 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 797)—"Aye”;

Rollcall No. 176 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R.1284)—"Aye”;

Rollcall No. 177 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 1130)—"“Aye”;

Rollcall No. 178 (On the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 740)—"“Aye”.

————

IMPROVING COMPENSATION BENE-
FITS FOR VETERANS IN CER-
TAIN CASES OF IMPAIRMENT OF
VISION INVOLVING BOTH EYES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 797, to amend
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title 38, United States Code, to improve com-
pensation benefits for veterans in certain
cases of impairment of vision involving both
eyes. | strongly support veterans and more
specifically blind veterans. | am a co-sponsor
of this legislation. A few weeks ago | intro-
duced H.R. 1240, the “Vision Impairment Spe-
cialist Training Act” to help our Nation’s blind
veterans.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 797 modifies the stand-
ard of awarding disability compensation to vet-
erans for loss of vision to require payment of
compensation for impairment of vision involv-
ing both eyes due to a service-connected and
non-service connected disability.

There are 160,000 legally blind veterans in
the United States, but only 44,000 are cur-
rently enrolled in Veterans Health Administra-
tion services. In addition, it is estimated that
there are over 1 million low-vision veterans in
the United States, and incidences of blindness
among the total veteran population of 26 mil-
lion are expected to increase by about 40%
over the next few years. This is because the
most prevalent causes of legal blindness and
low vision are age-related, and the average
age of the veteran population is increasing;
the current average age is about 80 years old.

Members of the armed forces are important
to our Nation and we show them our apprecia-
tion by taking care of them after they no
longer serve. It is important to amend title 38
to ensure that our veterans are taken care of
and that they receive the compensation that
they deserve. Their service to this nation could
never be repaid my monetary means, but we
can ensure that the veterans that faithfully
served our country are taken care of and
amending this legislation sends a message to
our veterans that we care about their health
and well being long after their duty has ex-
pired.

In addition to enhancing compensation ben-
efits for veterans, H.R. 797 requires the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services with in-
formation for comparison with the National Di-
rectory of New Hires to determine eligibility for
certain benefits and services. This process en-
sures that the proper protocol is followed in
issuance of these benefits and that the bene-
fits are distributed to the proper recipients.

Mr. Speaker, | support H.R. 797 and | urge
all members to do likewise.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE “RE-EM-
POWERMENT OF SKILLED AND
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEES AND
CONSTRUCTION AND TRADES
WORKERS (RESPECT) ACT.”

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to fight for middle class Americans by in-
troducing the “Re-empowerment of Skilled and
Professional Employees and Construction and
Tradesworkers (RESPECT) Act.” Day after
day, middle class families are struggling to
survive as their real incomes decline and the
costs of basic necessities increase. A major
contributor to this middle class squeeze is the
decline in workers’ freedom to organize and
collectively bargain. Organized workers earn
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more, have greater access to healthcare ben-
efits, and are more likely to have guaranteed
pensions than unorganized workers. When
workers get their fair share, the economy ben-
efits and the middle class grows stronger.

Yet the freedom to organize and collectively
bargain has been under severe assault in re-
cent decades, thanks to weak federal labor
laws in dire need of reform. It has also been
rolled back by a number of misguided deci-
sions by the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) in the last few years. These decisions
have operated to strip millions of workers en-
tirely of their freedom to organize. The RE-
SPECT Act serves to restore that freedom by
addressing a series of decisions which stray
dramatically from and undermine the original
intent of the National Labor Relations Board
and which fly in the face of common sense.
This bill provides clarity in the National Labor
Relations Act (NLRA) on one aspect of the
fundamental question of coverage: who is an
employee and who is a supervisor.

Last year, the NLRB issued a trio of deci-
sions, collectively often referred to as the
“Kentucky River” decisions, which eviscerated
the meanings of “employee” and “supervisor”
under the NLRA. The NLRA protects employ-
ees’ freedom to organize and collectively bar-
gain. Supervisors are not considered employ-
ees and are therefore not covered by the Act’s
protections. If an individual is determined to be
a supervisor, she has no right to organize, no
right to engage in concerted activity with her
fellow employees, and no right to collectively
bargain. Every fundamental right protected by
the Act may turn on this question of whether
she is a supervisor or an employee. The Ken-
tucky River decisions dramatically expanded
the definition of supervisor far beyond the lim-
its that the framers of the Act intended and far
beyond the limits of common sense. In so
doing, it stripped an estimated 8 million work-
ers—particularly skilled and professional em-
ployees—of the freedom to organize.

In the workplace, people know who the su-
pervisor is. A supervisor has the power to dis-
cipline, reward, promote, hire, and/or fire em-
ployees. The legislative history of the NLRA
reflects these common sense understandings
of who is or is not a supervisor. Congress
drafted the NLRA to exclude from its protec-
tions only genuine supervisors with true man-
agement prerogatives, not minor supervisory
employees, professionals, or skilled workers.

Yet the NLRB ignored common sense and
legislative history in the Kentucky River deci-
sions. For professional and skilled employees,
who often provide direction to other employ-
ees, the NLRB’s action is devastating. A nurse
who directs another person to conduct a sin-
gle, discrete task, such as clipping a patient’s
toenails, would be considered to have super-
visory authority under these recent decisions.
So would a nurse who assigns a patient to a
nurse for a single shift.

A carpenter who tells an apprentice how to
form a joint would also be considered to have
supervisory authority. These skilled and pro-
fessional workers have no power to promote,
discipline, reward, hire, or fire—and yet they
would be supervisors, according to the NLRB,
even if they only held the authority to “direct”
a person on single, discrete tasks just 10 per-
cent of the time. Having been classified as a
supervisor without realizing it, these employ-
ees may be subject to lawful discipline for try-
ing to organize a union when they thought

March 23, 2007

they were employees with every right to orga-
nize.

Because of these decisions, over 8 million
American workers are denied their funda-
mental freedom of association today. As the
dissent pointed out in one of the decisions, 34
million Americans may fall into this category of
workers stripped of their statutory rights by
2012.

The impact of the Kentucky River decisions
is already being felt, particularly in the health
care industry, where respect for workers’
rights is critical to efficient health care delivery
and high quality patient care. In a case in
Utah, an NLRB Regional Director, applying the
NLRB’s new definition of “supervisor,” found
that virtually all of the registered nurses in a
potential bargaining unit, 64 out of 88, were
designated as supervisors, with the remaining
24 nurses excluded only because they had
less than one year’s service. Those remaining
nurses will likely qualify as supervisors after
they have completed their first year of nursing.
Absurd decisions breed absurd results. As the
New York Times explained in an October 7,
2006 editorial: “[R]esponsibilities like making
out a schedule do not amount to manage-
ment. If they did, interns would be the only
non-managers in many of today’s work-
places.”

The Kentucky River decisions are not an
anomaly for the current Board. In the last five
years, the Board has repeatedly ruled to deny
or restrict the fundamental rights of entire cat-
egories of workers. These include 45,000 dis-
abled workers who lost their right to organize;
51,000 teaching and research assistants who
lost their right to organize; and 2 million tem-
porary workers who have had their right to or-
ganize severely curtailed.

The RESPECT Act will make two simple
and clarifying changes to the definition of su-
pervisor under the NLRA. It will: (1) eliminate
the terms “assign” and “responsibility to di-
rect” from the list of supervisory duties; and
(2) require that employees possess super-
visory duties during a majority of their work
time in order to be excluded from coverage
under the Act as a supervisor. Eliminating “as-
sign” and “responsibility to direct” from the su-
pervisor definition will effectuate Congress’ in-
tent to define supervisors as only those indi-
viduals who have genuine management pre-
rogatives and the real authority to affect em-
ployees’ terms of employment. As the NLRB
has proven, these terms are open to abuse
and misinterpretation, far afield from their
common-sense and originally intended mean-
ings, by those seeking to roll back workers’
freedoms.

Requiring that employees possess super-
visory duties for a majority of their work time
will create a fair, bright-line rule when deter-
mining whether an individual is a supervisor.
Someone who possesses a modicum of su-
pervisory authority a minority of the time
should not be denied their fundamental rights.

Madam Speaker, the NLRA guarantees the
freedom to organize and collectively bargain
for America’s private sector workforce. That
freedom is a fundamental human right and a
proven key to a strong middle class. It is un-
conscionable that the rights of an estimated 8
million Americans—and many more in coming
years—be put at risk by such deeply flawed
decisionmaking as we have seen in the Ken-
tucky River line of cases. The RESPECT Act
does nothing more than clarify the law to en-
sure it is not misinterpreted or undermined on
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a fundamental question of coverage. All work-
ers, including skilled and professional workers,
have the right to organize. The RESPECT Act
does not allow true supervisors to engage in
organizing or collective bargaining. But it en-
sures that those individuals who are excluded
from the NLRA’s protections due to their su-
pervisory status do indeed carry the genuine
prerogatives of management. | urge all of my
colleagues to stand with me as we fight to re-
turn these fundamental protections to millions
workers who deserve the chance to win livable
wages, fair benefits, decent working condi-
tions, and a brighter future for their families.

HONORING STEPHEN TRACHTEN-
BERG AS HE STEPS DOWN AS
PRESIDENT OF GEORGE WASH-
INGTON UNIVERSITY

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, when |
graduated from George Washington, | like to
sometimes think only a few years ago, | did
not realize that | would be so involved with the
school later in my life. President Trachtenberg
has made these efforts a joy and an honor,
and we will miss his leadership.

His tenure as president transformed the uni-
versity, marking major advancements across
the board. Since taking the helm in 1988, the
academics of GW have skyrocketed. The SAT
scores of incoming students rose by 200
points and a significant percentage of students
are now drawn from the top 10 percent of high
school classes.

While enriching the academic environment
at George Washington, President Trachten-
berg also enhanced the financial situation. The
school enjoyed a balanced budget under each
year of your tenure, generating an endowment
of nearly $1 billion, up almost $800 million
since you started in 1988.

As Steve has often noted, GW has eight
schools, over 100 programs, and nearly
20,000 students. And he adds, “GW is more
than a university, it is also a community.”
Through his outstanding efforts, the university
encompasses academics, research, entertain-
ment, and an enjoyable experience for stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

In total, 30 years of his amazing career
went into leading a major university. He de-
serves more time at home, applying his en-
ergy and talents to his personal life. | under-
stand his wife Francine is retired, but still very
active in promoting the community’s interest,
and | bet she could use his help.

It has been an honor to work with President
Trachtenberg on behalf of George Washington
University—his tireless efforts have yielded im-
measurable results—the school, Washington,
D.C., our nation, and the world are better be-
cause of them.

JUDICIAL DISCLOSURE
RESPONSIBILITY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| strongly support H.R. 1130, the “Judicial Dis-
closure Responsibility Act,” because it extends
until December 31, 2009, the authority con-
ferred by the Congress on the Judicial Con-
ference to redact personal and sensitive infor-
mation from the published financial disclosure
reports of judges and judiciary employees who
have been threatened or otherwise have par-
ticular security risks.

Mr. Speaker, as | stated, H.R. 1130 would
temporarily extend the authority of the Judicial
Conference to withhold from disclosure certain
personal and sensitive information of judges
and judicial employees. In addition, the bill ex-
pressly provides that concern for the safety of
a judge’s family as well as that of the judge is
sufficient grounds to exercise the authority
given. The bill, however, requires the Judicial
Conference to provide detailed reports regard-
ing such redactions to Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the financial disclosure re-
quirements were imposed by Congress in
1978 in response to the constitutional issues
surrounding the Watergate crisis and the res-
ignation of President Richard M. Nixon. The
Ethics in Government Act was passed in 1978
and promotes ethics and openness in govern-
ment by establishing rules of conduct for fed-
eral employees to reduce corruption and pre-
vent the improper use of knowledge gained
while employed by the government, and more
broadly to prevent the appearance of impro-
priety.

The Ethics in Government Act of 1978
(“Act”) applies to all branches of government,
including the federal judiciary. Persons cov-
ered by the Act are required to disclose per-
sonal and financial information each year, in-
cluding the source and amount of income,
other than that earned as employees of the
United States government received during the
preceding calendar year. They must also dis-
close the source, description, and value of
gifts for which the aggregate value is more
than a certain minimal amount received from
any source other than a relative; the source
and description of reimbursements; the identity
and category of value of property interests; the
identity and category value of liabilities owed
to creditors other than certain immediate fam-
ily members; and other financial information.
Under the Act, these reports are made public.

Among the types of sensitive personal infor-
mation that might be disclosed in these re-
ports are personal residences, the workplace
of spouses, the name and location of a child’s
school; and an employee’s vacation home.

In 1998, 20 years after the enactment of the
Ethics in Government Act, the potential of
these types of disclosures to place individual
judges at serious risk of personal harm had
become manifest. In 1979, U.S. District Court
Judge John Wood, Jr., was fatally shot outside
of his home by assassin Charles Harrelson.
The murder contract had been placed by
Texas drug lord Jamiel Chagra, who was
awaiting trial before the judge.

In 1988, U.S. District Court Judge Richard
Daronco was murdered at his house by
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Charles Koster, the father of the unsuccessful
plaintiff in a discrimination case. The following
year, U.S. Circuit Court Judge Richard Vance
was Killed by a letter bomb sent to his home.
The letter bomb was attributed to racist ani-
mus against Judge Vance for writing an opin-
ion reversing a lower-court ruling to lift an 18—
year desegregation order from the Duval
County, Florida schools.

In light of these and other tragedies, Con-
gress responded by adding a new subsection
to the Ethics in Government Act temporarily
authorizing the Judicial Conference to redact
information from judges’ financial disclosure
reports under certain circumstances. Under
that subsection, a report may be redacted “(i)
to the extent necessary to protect the indi-
vidual who filed the report; and (ii) for as long
as the danger to such individual exists.” The
Act further charged the U.S. Judicial Con-
ference, in consultation which the Department
of Justice, with the task of submitting to the
House and Senate Committees on the Judici-
ary an annual report documenting redactions.

In 2001, the House of Representatives ap-
proved a bill striking the sunset clause and
making the redaction authority permanent but
the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee
did not concur. The Senate was concerned
that such authority could hamper the effective-
ness of the judicial confirmation and oversight
process by unwarranted reliance on the redac-
tion authority to avoid revealing stock holdings
and other financial assets, and in some cases,
the complete withholding of all financial infor-
mation contrary to the intent of the statute. Ul-
timately, Senate recommended extending the
redaction authority for 4 more years, until De-
cember 31, 2005. This authority has now ex-
pired and necessitates the extension provided
by H.R. 1130.

Mr. Speaker, the Judiciary Committee con-
sidered and properly rejected permanently
granting this authority to the Judicial Con-
ference because of the legitimate concern that
such authority could be abused in such a way
as to withhold information that properly should
be disclosed. A temporary 4-year extension,
on the other hand, would effectively allow for
a more in-depth investigation of areas of con-
cern before Congress must decide whether to
make the authority permanent. | believe this is
the most prudent way to proceed.

Mr. Speaker, | support H.R. 1130 because
it preserves an important means of protecting
the safety of those who work in the federal ju-
diciary. Particularly in this age of the global
war on terror, the danger faced by federal
judges, judicial officers, and court personnel is
real, as illustrated by the three murders noted
above. The recent and tragic murder of U.S.
District Court Judge Joan Humphrey Letkow’s
husband and mother reminds us that the dan-
ger has not abated.

For all of these reasons, Mr. Speaker, | sup-
port H.R. 1130 and urge by colleagues to do
likewise.

————

186TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE
OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 22, 2007
Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of the 186th Anniversary of Greek
Independence Day.
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After nearly four centuries of occupation by
the Ottoman Empire, Greece declared her
independence on March 25, 1821. This was
not only a victory for the people of Greece but
it was a victory for democracy.

Ancient Greece was the cradle of democ-
racy, free thought, and free will. Our Founding
Fathers modeled our nation’s first laws after
the teachings of such influential Greek schol-
ars as Plato, Socrates and Aristotle. Greece’s
liberation in 1821 ensured that these demo-
cratic ideals would survive for perpetuity.

Today, we honor the ancient Greek influ-
ence on our country and we celebrate the mu-
tual respect and beneficial relationship be-
tween our two nations. In every war in the
20th century, our countries fought side by side
because we both understood the importance
of spreading freedom throughout the world.

Because of our common history, shared val-
ues and commitment to democratic principles,
the friendship between the U.S. and Greece
will continue to grow.

| am proud to be able to honor Greece
today as she celebrates 186 years of renewed
freedom and | look forward to working with
this spirited nation in the years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Madam
Speaker, | missed rollcall vote 178 on H.R.
740, the Preventing Harassment through Out-
bound Number Enforcement (PHONE) Act of
2007. Had | voted, | would have voted “yea.”

———
NATIVE AMERICAN METHAMPHET-
AMINE ENFORCEMENT AND

TREATMENT ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| strongly support H.R. 545 because it corrects
an inadvertent oversight in the Combat Meth-
amphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005 and
strengthens the arsenal available to Native
American tribes as they combat the scourge of
methamphetamine. | thank the Chairman of
the Judiciary Committee for his work in expe-
diting this legislation, the “Native American
Methamphetamine Enforcement Act of 2007.”

Mr. Speaker, last year Congress enacted
the Combat Methamphetamine Epidemic Act
of 2005 as Title VII of the USA PATRIOT Im-
provement and Reauthorization Act of 2005.
Included in the Combat Methamphetamine
Epidemic Act were provisions that authorized
funding for three important grant programs
within the Department of Justice: (1) The
COPS Hot Spots Program; (2) the Drug-
Endangered Children program; and (3) the
Pregnant and Parenting Women Offenders
program. Although Indian tribes and territories
were included as eligible grant recipients
under the Pregnant and Parenting Women Of-
fenders program, they were unintentionally left
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out as possible grant recipients under the
COPS Hot Spots Program and the Drug-En-
dangered Children Program. H.R. 545 allows
Indian tribes and territories to combat the
methamphetamine epidemic by applying for
and receiving funding under all three of these
grant programs.

Mr. Speaker, as great a threat as it is to the
Nation at large, the methamphetamine threat
is even greater in Native American commu-
nities. Studies of past year methamphetamine
use have shown that Native American commu-
nities have more than double the methamphet-
amine use rate of other ethnicities. According
to surveys performed by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA), Office of Law Enforcement Serv-
ices, over 70 percent of Indian tribes identified
methamphetamine as the drug that posed the
greatest threat to their reservation and also
estimated that at least 40 percent of violent
crime cases investigated in Indian Country in-
volve methamphetamine in some capacity.
That is why we must act to ensure that Native
American tribes are eligible to apply for and
receive funding to protect their communities
from methamphetamines.

The COPS Hot Spots Program authorized
$99 million in funding to the Office of Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services (COPS) to as-
sist State and local law enforcement agencies
in combating methamphetamine production,
distribution, and use, and to reimburse the
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) for properly
removing and disposing of hazardous mate-
rials from clandestine methamphetamine lab-
oratories. This funding may also be used to
clean up methamphetamine laboratories, sup-
port health and environmental agencies, and
to purchase equipment and support systems.

The Drug-Endangered Children Program au-
thorized $20 million in funding to provide com-
prehensive services and training to law en-
forcement agencies, prosecutors, child protec-
tive services, and health care services to as-
sist children who live in a home in which
methamphetamine has been used, manufac-
tured, or sold. The specific dangers faced by
children who live at or visit drug-production
sites or are present during drug production in-
clude:

Inhalation, absorption or ingestion of toxic
chemicals, drugs or contaminated foods or
drink that may result in respiratory difficulties,
nausea, chest pain, eye and tissue irritation,
chemical burns and death;

Fires and explosions resulting from dan-
gerous methamphetamine production proc-
esses;

Abuse and neglect by parents who often
binge on methamphetamine and traumatic
consequences that result; and

Hazardous living conditions (firearms, code
violations, poor ventilation and sanitation).

The Pregnant and Parenting Women Of-
fenders Program authorized as much funding
as may be allocated to facilitate collaboration
between the criminal justice, child welfare, and
substance abuse systems in order to reduce
the use of drugs by pregnant women and
those with dependent children. While Indian
tribes and territories were included as eligible
applicants, clarifying language is needed to
ensure that there is adequate coordination
with Tribal service providers.

Mr. Speaker, surveys conducted by the BIA
also revealed that too often Tribal police
forces that are underfunded and understaffed.
According to the same survey, 90 percent of
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Tribal police forces indicated that they needed
additional drug investigation training, while 69
percent of Tribal respondents indicated that
they had no access to, or funding for, meth-
amphetamine treatment resources or facilities.

The Native American Methamphetamine En-
forcement and Treatment Act of 2007 seeks to
ensure that, consistent with tribal sovereignty,
Indian tribes and territories can apply for the
COPS Hot Spots and Drug-Endangered Chil-
dren grant programs, just as states can, and
also ensures adequate coordination with tribal
service providers for tribes receiving funds
under the Pregnant and Parenting Women Of-
fenders Program.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 545 corrects an inad-
vertent oversight in the Combat Methamphet-
amine Epidemic Act of 2005 and strengthens
the arsenal available to Native American tribes
as they combat the scourge of methamphet-
amine. | urge my colleagues to support the
bill.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MARK
KEESECKER

HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to a true
friend of the First District of Tennessee, Mark
Keesecker, who passed away Saturday,
March 17.

Mark Keesecker lived a life that was filled
with entrepreneurship, enthusiasm, and com-
passion.

Mark was a member of First Baptist Church
in Erwin and attended Christ Fellowship in
Kingsport.

After graduating from East Tennessee State
University, Mark made remarkable achieve-
ments in real estate sales, and was an exam-
ple of professionalism for all of his colleagues.
Mark attained some of the highest awards in
the Nation for his work in real estate, which in-
cluded the Century 21 Corporate Centurion
Award that is earned by only 5 percent of
agents in the Century 21 system.

Throughout all of his success, he was a
humble and gracious gentleman. Mark was
known for giving supplies to local schools and
giving money to various charities.

He left a positive impression on those that
he encountered. Mark was a very close per-
sonal friend of mine and his unexpected pass-
ing is a great loss to the First District.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening in offering our sympathies to
the family and friends of Mark Keesecker. He
was an illustration of determination, purpose,
and kindness.

His friendship and dedication is greatly ap-
preciated, and he will be deeply missed.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. AND MRS. JAMES
DOBSON

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Dr. and Mrs. James
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Dobson, the founders of Focus on the Family
in Colorado Springs. For 30 years Dr. and
Mrs. Dobson have nurtured and defended not
only families in Colorado, but families world-
wide.

Focus on the Family has been a tireless
champion in the fight to protect and preserve
the sanctity of human life in all stages. In addi-
tion, Focus on the Family strives to preserve
the institution of marriage while simultaneously
battling the rising scourge of judicial activism.
This invaluable organization informs and in-
spires those who care deeply about the family,
rallying them to become involved in the moral,
cultural, and political issues that threaten the
core principles of our great Nation. | applaud
their work around the world.

It is selfless individuals like the Dobsons
upon whom this great Nation has been built.
It gives me great comfort to know that such
people are still working to defend and ex-
pound American values.

—————

FSA CLOSURE MORATORIUM
LEGISLATION

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. HERSETH. Madam Speaker, recently,
in my home state of South Dakota, the state
executive director of the USDA Farm Service
Agency announced a plan to eliminate at least
six county FSA offices that currently serve
South Dakota farmers and ranchers. | think
this plan is ill-timed and unnecessary. It will
require many producers to travel greater dis-
tances to receive necessary services including
critical price support, conservation, and dis-
aster programs. If carried out, this consolida-
tion would force considerable hardship and ex-
pense on all affected farm and ranch families,
especially considering the fact that some of
the counties targeted are among South Dako-
ta’s most rural. Even by USDA’s own admis-
sion, the plan will result in almost no savings
of taxpayer dollars, but it will certainly result in
increased inconvenience, travel time and cost
to producers. Local FSA offices are a lifeline
to farmers and ranchers in South Dakota and
some at USDA apparently do not fully recog-
nize their value to our state.

Moreover, because we are just beginning
debate on a new farm bill, it makes no sense
to implement major changes to our FSA coun-
ty office system at this time. We don’t yet
know what the next farm bill will look like and,
therefore, we don’t know what the demands
on local FSA offices are going to be. As a
member of the House Agriculture Committee
and its subcommittees for Conservation, Cred-
it, Energy, and Research and General Farm
Commodities and Risk Management, this leg-
islation is necessary to protect family pro-
ducers that rely on their local offices for timely
and personal access to USDA’s farm pro-
grams.

This bill will simply require that USDA post-
pone any FSA county office closures until well
after Congress has finished its work of reau-
thorizing the Farm Bill and we know what the
personnel demands on local offices will be. |
urge my colleagues to support this important
legislation.

TRIBUTE TO THE HEBREW IMMI-
GRANT AID SOCIETY AND THE
COUNCIL MIGRATION SERVICE
OF PHILADELPHIA ON THEIR
125TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2007

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate HIAS, the Hebrew Immi-
grant Aid Society and the Council Migration
Service of Philadelphia on their 125th anniver-
sary.

Since 1882, HIAS and Council have reset-
tled and aided over 125,000 immigrants and
refugees in their quest for safety and oppor-
tunity in our great Nation. Originally formed to
serve the Jewish community, this charitable
organization provides vital social and legal
services to individuals representing 100 na-
tionalities.

The work of HIAS and Council to ensure
that refugees and immigrants assimilate, and
become permanent residents and citizens, is
truly commendable. As the largest provider of
citizenship application assistance in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, HIAS and Council
uphold our tradition as a Nation of immigrants.

In honor of this special anniversary, HIAS
and Council are posthumously paying tribute
to Daniel Aaron. The Aaron family is among
those who have been served by HIAS and
Council. In 1937, as a child, Daniel came to
the United States from Germany, overcoming
many obstacles to become one of the found-
ers of Comcast, a Fortune 100 company.

My mother, Renee Perl, was one of many
who had to flee their homeland during the Hol-
ocaust. Those who survived and came to
America could not hide their deep gratitude
and love for this country. My own love and re-
spect for our country and belief in responsi-
bility to each other stems from my mother’s
strong sense of patriotism.

| am proud to represent such an exemplary
organization as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid So-
ciety and the Council Migration Service of
Philadelphia, as well as so many Americans
assisted by this organization.

———————

BENTON CARDINALS GIRLS HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL TEAM

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ment of the Benton Cardinals Girls High
School Basketball team on defeating Farm-
ington Knights, by a score of 52—-37, to win the
school’s first ever state championship in girls’
basketball.

The Cardinals finished their incredible sea-
son by posting an unblemished record of 30—
0 this season in Class 4A girls’ basketball and
an overall amazing record of 77-6 over the
past three seasons.

The Cardinals consist of 14 tremendous
young women, including Chelsie Strong, Holly
Switzer, Jenni Musser, Blair Brown, Alicia Bell,
Nicole Wilkinson, Melissa Mcintosh, Nicole

E625

Wilkenson, Charnelle Starling, Delissa Hall,
Hannah Moore, Karli Sample, Meghan Curtis,
and Claire Bowman.

Also, | want to recognize the great leader-
ship of the team including Head Coach Brett
Goodwin, who was assisted by Adam Willard.
| also want to acknowledge the work of school
administrators, Superintendent Melody Smith,
Principals Jeanette Westfall and Jeff Modis,
and Athletic Director Mike Ziesel, as additional
keys to success.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
congratulating the achievement of the Benton
Cardinals girls High School Basketball team
on their perfect season and state champion-
ship. It is an honor to represent this team in
the United States Congress.

——
CONGRATULATING PAGE AND
JONES INC. IN MOBILE, ALA-

BAMA ON RECEIVING THE 2007
GOVERNER’S TRADE EXCEL-
LENCE AWARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor Page and Jones, Inc., located in Mo-
bile, Alabama, for winning the Governor’s
Trade Excellence Award, as presented each
year by Governor Bob Riley.

Two years ago, Governor Riley established
the Governor's Trade Excellence Award to
honor businesses of all sizes—and from all re-
gions of the state of Alabama—for their excel-
lence in exports. The goals of the award are
to identify Alabama businesses making signifi-
cant contributions to the export business and
to promote Alabama exporters as role models
and supporters to the Alabama business com-
munity, while encouraging even more busi-
nesses to become involved in the global mar-
ketplace. The award also aims to increase
awareness of the impact of exports on Ala-
bama’s economy.

The eight winners of the award are chosen
by a panel from the Export Alabama Trade Al-
liance that judges the businesses on a wide
range of criteria. Criteria include the level of
export sales as a proportion of total sales and
innovations in exporting. | am proud to recog-
nize that two out of the eight winners of the
Governor's Trade Excellence award are lo-
cated in Alabama’s First Congressional Dis-
trict.

One of the eight recipients of this years
award, Page and Jones, Inc., is a customs
broker specializing in international trade logis-
tics for both small and large companies. Page
and Jones was recognized for being an excel-
lent role model for the Alabama business com-
munity, for its continuous strong support of the
broader export community, for its active in-
volvement at the international level, and for its
continued growth as a small business.

Starting in the 1970s with only 15 employ-
ees, Page and Jones, Inc. now has over 60
employees with 12 locations in six states.
They handle approximately $75 million in
transactions a year, and they encourage Ala-
bama businesses to get involved globally by
offering free services and advice to their fellow
businessmen and women as well as cospon-
soring various global events.
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Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating Page and Jones,
Inc., for receiving the Alabama Governor's
Trade Excellence Award. | know the company
president, Mike Lee, the company employees,
their friends, families, and members of the
community also join with me in praising Page
and Jones, Inc., for their many accomplish-
ments and for extending thanks for their con-
tinued service to the Alabama business com-
munity, the First Congressional District, and to
the international business community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JULIAN H.
“PETE” BOOKER

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute
to Julian H. “Pete” Booker for receiving the
2007 New Castle County Chamber of Com-
merce Wallace M. Johnson Community Serv-
ice Award. This great honor has been be-
stowed upon Mr. Booker for his commendable
efforts to reduce teen automobile crashes in
my home state of Delaware as well as for his
dedication to numerous other philanthropic
causes.

Julian, better known as Pete, created Dela-
ware’s SMARTDRIVE program, which edu-
cates high school students about safe driving
techniques. Through this program nearly a
dozen local agencies are partnered with more
than two dozen high schools in order to en-
sure young drivers are able to safely handle
the challenges of being behind the wheel. The
program has achieved great success and has
largely impacted many people in Delaware.
This success was recognized in 2006 when
the program received a national safety award.

Pete is currently finishing his second three-
year term on the United Way of Delaware’s
Board of Directors, where he has volunteered
since 1994. His talents and tireless dedication
to such a worthy cause have facilitated and
enhanced much needed programs in Dela-
ware communities.

Pete further demonstrates commitment to
his community by volunteering a great deal of
time and resources to numerous other char-
ities. The American Red Cross of the Del-
marva Peninsula, the Delaware Association of
Non-Profit Agencies, and Catholic Charities
are but a few causes he has volunteered to
assist.

Pete has also utilized his professional suc-
cess to further the many causes he cham-
pions. As the president and CEO of Delmarva
Broadcasting Company, he is able to donate
generous portions of air-time to campaign
thank-you ads as well as underwrite a portion
of United Way’s public events. The state of
Delaware is greatly indebted to Mr. Booker for
his selfless efforts. He has created a chari-
table legacy that has, and will continue to,
touch many. | would like to congratulate Pete
for receiving the Wallace M. Johnson Commu-
nity Service Award, | cannot think of a more
deserving recipient.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

TRIBUTE TO GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | am
honored to rise today and join the millions of
my fellow Americans in commemorating Greek
Independence Day which, on March 25th cele-
brates the 186th anniversary of the rebellion
and the struggle of the Greek people against
the Ottoman Empire.

Thomas Jefferson referred to ancient
Greece as the “light which led ourselves out
of Gothic darkness.” What makes Greek Inde-
pendence Day so special here in America is
that it reminds us of the strong principles and
bonds that the U.S. and Greece share. In
looking into the struggles of our two nations,
we realize how much our struggles have in
common, and how much each country has
been influenced by the other.

Greece and the United States are bound by
an absolute commitment to the democratic
ideals of justice and freedom and continue to
be strong allies. By commemorating Greek
Independence Day, we also celebrate the
strength and the resolve of the human spirit
that has been the inspiration of us all.

On the occasion of the anniversary of Greek
independence, | join all Americans in wishing
the people of Greece congratulations and best
wishes. We will remain eternally grateful to the
Greek people and the legacy of ancient
Greece for the shining example it set for de-
mocracies the world over.

———

CHRISTIAN ANDRICK II FOR THE
AWARD OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Christian Andrick Il, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 603, and by earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Christian has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the years Christian has been involved in
scouting and has held numerous leadership
positions. He has served as Senior Patrol
Leader, Patrol Leader, and Troop Bugler.
Christian is in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and in
the Order of the Arrow.

For his Eagle Scout project, Christian com-
pleted a landscaping beautifications project in
front of the First Christian Church in Blue
Springs, Missouri.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Christian Andrick Il for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his achieving the highest dis-
tinction of Eagle Scout.
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TRIBUTE TO DELORES FREENY
MAYES

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of
Mobile, Alabama, and indeed the entire First
Congressional District, recently lost a dear
friend, a talented journalist and a lovely lady,
and | rise today to pay tribute to her memory.

Delores Freeny Mayes—or “Lowey” as she
was known to her many friends—was reared
in Mobile and graduated from Bishop Toolen
High School.

After working for many years at Mobile’s
Brookley Field, Delores went on to write for
the Mobile Beacon, where she spent the past
25 years providing unique insights to her
many faithful readers.

Dubbed the “Helen Thomas” of the south
Alabama press corps by my predecessor,
former Congressman Sonny Callahan, Delores
was always fair to those she interviewed and
covered. Although she was proud of her cho-
sen profession, she was first—and foremost—
always a lady.

Over the years, Delores had the opportunity
to interview former President Ronald Reagan,
former Alabama Governor George C. Wallace,
Mississippi Senator TRENT LOTT, former Con-
gressman Callahan, as well as his prede-
cessor, former Congressman Jack Edwards,
not to mention a host of other local, state and
national political figures.

While she wrote about a wide-array of
issues affecting Mobile and south Alabama,
politics was never far from Delores’ mind, and
she was someone that public officials from all
walks of life knew they could trust.

In recent years, Delores turned her love for
writing into a celebration of her many other tal-
ents when she learned to draw and paint. | am
the proud beneficiary of a number of her origi-
nal etchings and paintings, and at this par-
ticular time when we are celebrating her life,
each one carries a special meaning to me.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in recognizing this beloved
member of the Mobile community.

Delores Mayes will be deeply missed by her
sister, Jeanne Phillips; three brothers, Tommy
Cain, Hubert Cain, and John Cain; many
nieces and nephews; as well as countless
friends she leaves behind.

Above all else, Delores was a devoted
daughter, sibling, wife and mother. Moreover,
she epitomized what a “true friend” really is.

Our thoughts and prayers are with her fam-
ily during this difficult time.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CHRISTINE
CARZO

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute
to Ms. Christine Carzo for receiving the 2007
New Castle County Chamber of Commerce
William V. Roth Citizenship Award. | can think
of no one more deserving of this prestigious
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award which was created in honor of the late
Senator Roth.

During her academic career at St. Eliza-
beth’s High School, Christine has continually
distinguished herself as a stellar student. Hard
work and dedication paid off during her fresh-
man year when she received the second high-
est GPA in her class. Since then she has
been inducted into the National Honor Society,
which she was secretary of for the 2006-07
school year. Christine is also a National Merit
Commended Scholar and ranks third in her
class.

While remaining committed to her aca-
demics, Christine has also been able to pur-
sue a rich variety of extracurricular activities.
She has spent over 185 hours performing
charitable services for her community, many of
which were at the Ronald McDonald House of
Delaware. Christine is copy editor of her high
school year book in addition to participating in
mock trials, playing volleyball, and, interest-
ingly enough, playing bass guitar in a local
band.

| commend this extraordinary young women
for her many great accomplishments. She
serves as an example to others and an asset
to our community. | would like to congratulate
her for receiving the William V. Roth Citizen-
ship Award and wish her the best of luck in
the future.

———————

CONGRESS MUST STOP ATTACK
ON IRAN

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | am
placing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD this
op-ed by my constituent Leonard Weiss. Mr.
Weiss is a senior science fellow at the Center
for International and Security Cooperation
(CISAC) at Stanford University and a consult-
ant to the Lawrence Livermore National Lab-
oratory. His research at CISAC includes an
assessment of the impact on the non-prolifera-
tion regime of nuclear trade with non-signers
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

This piece, written with his colleague Larry
Diamond of Stanford’s Hoover Institution, rec-
ommends that Congress hold hearings to ex-
amine U.S. policies regarding Iran and sug-
gests a number of options available to Con-
gress to address the troubling issue of Iran’s
nuclear activities. We must conduct a healthy
debate of all the options at our disposal. This
article contributes to that important discussion.

[From Los Angeles Times.Com, Feb. 5, 2007]

CONGRESS MUST STOP AN ATTACK ON IRAN

(By Leonard Weiss and Larry Diamond)

Despite anguish and anger over the Bush
administration’s decision to escalate its fail-
ing war in Iraq, Congress is unlikely to cut
off funding. Even most opponents of the war
fear that they could be blamed for not sup-
porting the troops in the field and for a pos-
sible descent into even greater catastrophe
in the face of a precipitous U.S. withdrawal
from Iraq.

But nothing prevents Congress from using
its power of the purse to prevent an Amer-
ican attack on Iran. President Bush’s

neoconservative advisors and pundit sup-
porters have been beating the drums of war
with Iran since 2003, when the president de-
clared Iran to be part of an ‘‘axis of evil.”
Recall that a senior administration official
told The Times that Iran should ‘‘take a
number’’ in the wake of the invasion of Iraq.
In his recent address to the nation on the
troop surge in Iraq, Bush issued more threats
to Iran. Now the president has named a Navy
admiral to head the U.S. Central Command
and dispatched a second aircraft carrier and
minesweepers to the Persian Gulf, presum-
ably to prevent Iran from closing the Strait
of Hormuz in the event of conflict.

These developments and other administra-
tion moves could presage an air attack on
Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Iran is not innocent of dangerous and pro-
vocative behavior. Tehran has supported in-
surgent groups in Iraq, including helping to
provide sophisticated explosives that have
killed U.S. soldiers. And Iran’s continued de-
velopment of a nuclear enrichment facility
is in defiance of the international commu-
nity’s demand to halt those actions. Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s repulsive
statements about the Holocaust and Israel
add to the nervousness about Iran’s future
actions.

But war is not yet justified, except in the
minds of those who have been lobbying for it
for years. Iran is still years away from being
a nuclear threat, and our experience with
“‘preventive war’ in Iraq should teach us a
thing or two. Launching another such war
without international approval would leave
us even more politically isolated and mili-
tarily overstretched. Attacking a Middle
Eastern country—one much stronger than
Iraq and with the ability to cut off oil sup-
plies from the Strait of Hormuz—could in-
flame the region, intensify Shiite militia at-
tacks on our soldiers in Iraq and stimulate
terrorist attacks on Americans and U.S. in-
terests worldwide.

But recklessness, not prudence, has been
the hallmark of this administration’s foreign
policy. Beyond this, the president and vice
president subscribe to what some call the
‘‘unitary executive,”” which is a fancy way of
saying they believe that Congress cannot
prevent the president from doing almost
anything he wants. The 1973 War Powers Act,
passed in the wake of our disastrous war in
Vietnam, allows the president to put U.S.
troops in a combat situation under certain
conditions before obtaining any congres-
sional authorization to do so. When Bush
signed the Iraq war resolution, he issued a
statement challenging the constitutionality
of the War Powers Act, indicating that he
could take the nation to war without obey-
ing its restrictions. Unfortunately, even if
the president were to agree to the act’s re-
strictions, he could still attack Iran and
have up to 90 days before being required to
get congressional authorization for the at-
tack.

What to do? Congress should not wait. It
should hold hearings on Iran before the
president orders a bombing attack on its nu-
clear facilities, or orders or supports a pro-
vocative act by the U.S. or an ally designed
to get Iran to retaliate, and thus further
raise war fever.

Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D-Del.), chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, has warned the administration that
it had better seek congressional authoriza-
tion for any attack on Iran. But we need
Senate and House hearings now to put the
Bush administration on notice that, in the
absence of an imminent military attack or a
verified terrorist attack on the United
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States by Iran, Congress will not support a
U.S. military strike on that country. Those
hearings should aim toward passage of a law
preventing the expenditure of any funds for a
military attack on Iran unless Congress has
either declared war with that country or has
otherwise authorized military action under
the War Powers Act.

The law should be attached to an appro-
priations bill, making it difficult for the
president to veto. If he simply claims that he
is not bound by the restriction even if he
signs it into law, and then orders an attack
on Iran without congressional authorization
for it, Congress should file a lawsuit and
begin impeachment proceedings.

It is, of course, possible that the presi-
dent’s truculent language and actions to-
ward Iran are a bluff, an attempt to rein in
its irresponsible behavior.

But the administration’s mendacious and
incompetent course of action in taking the
nation to war with Iraq gives us no reason to
provide the president with the benefit of any
doubt. And stiffening economic sanctions—at
a time when Iran’s economy is ailing and the
regime is losing popular support—offers a
better and safer prospect of exerting lever-
age.

Another war of choice would only pour fuel
on the fires of the Middle East. And the his-
tory of this administration shows that if
Congress does not constrain this president,
he could well act recklessly again, in ways
that would profoundly damage our national
interest.

———————

TRIBUTE TO KENNETH DAVID
LEHMAN FOR THE AWARD OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Kenneth Lehman, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 397, and by earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kenneth has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Kenneth has been involved in scouting,
he has earned 40 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as As-
sistant Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, OATR,
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, and is cur-
rently the Senior Patrol Leader. In 2006, Ken-
neth carried on the family tribal name started
by his Grandfather Russell Lehman by becom-
ing Brave Young Sure Footed Running Elk in
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Kenneth is also a
Brotherhood member in the Order of the
Arrow. Kenneth has earned the God and Life
Award.

For his Eagle Scout project, Kenneth plant-
ed 15 Northern Red Oak trees in front of and
around Westbrook Care Center.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Kenneth Lehman for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO INDEPEND-
ENCE RENEWABLE ENERGY COR-
PORATION FOR BEGINNING PRO-
DUCTION IN ALABAMA

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize Independence Re-
newable Energy Corporation on the occasion
of the opening of its Alabama biodiesel plant.
After breaking ground in October 2006, Inde-
pendence Renewable Energy Corporation pro-
duced its first gallon of biodiesel earlier this
month.

From this first trickle of biodiesel, the plant
is in the process of increasing its capacities
and will soon boost production to 40 million
gallons a year by May 2007, making it not
only the largest producer in the State, but the
largest producer in the Southeast.

Located in the town of Claiborne, in Monroe
County, this plant currently converts soybean
oil into biodiesel fuel, although its design flexi-
bility provides for the use of alternative feed-
stocks. Independence Renewable Energy Cor-
poration will use more than 27 million bushels
of soybeans a year, which is nearly 1 million
acres worth of soybeans.

The plant currently employs seven and will
employ ten when at full operation in May.
These 10 jobs will support up to an additional
150 jobs in agriculture, as well as an esti-
mated 100 jobs in transportation and petro-
leum blending industries. The biodiesel plant
is expected to generate annual revenue of
$120 million by distributing fuel to markets in
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Georgia, and
Louisiana.

This new facility is not only important for the
economic impact that it will have on the State
and region, but also for leading the way in the
development of alternative fuels that are less
harmful to the environment, while reducing our
dependence on foreign oils and gas. Bio-
diesel, when blended with conventional fuels,
reduces greenhouse gas and toxic emissions
associated with petroleum derived diesel. This
facility will benefit not only the people of Ala-
bama but the entire Nation.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing Independence Renewable Energy
Corporation. The people of Claiborne—and
Monroe County—are extremely proud to be
part of the solution to our Nation’s energy cri-
sis.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KUUMBA
HOUSE DANCE THEATRE FOR ITS
25 YEARS OF ARTISTIC EXCEL-
LENCE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to a Houston cul-
tural treasure, the Kuumba House Dance The-
atre. For 25 years of artistic excellence, the
Kuumba House has been dedicated to ensur-
ing that African dance forms thrive and grow
both artistically and professionally in the city of
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Houston as well as throughout Texas and the
United States.

It has been said that the mind may know
the steps, but only the spirit can dance. Dance
is a transcendent expression of mind, body,
and soul intertwined that when executed, cap-
tivates its audience and pulls them into its re-
splendent world of free flowing and creative
aesthetics. The Kuumba House Dance The-
atre has been enthralling its audiences with its
high-energy, high-octane performances for the
past 25 years in Houston, Texas.

The Kuumba Dance Theatre reflects its
name well, which means “creativity” in Swa-
hili. Through the art form of African dance, the
body is allowed to creatively express and re-
flect the mood of its dancer while bending,
jumping, and undulating gracefully to the
rhythm and beat of the African drum. African
dance reflects the rich culture and joy of the
African people, and | applaud Kuumba House
for having achieved international recognition
by bringing African dance to Houston and the
world.

Madam Speaker, we need to encourage
creativity in this day and age, especially in our
youth. For over two decades, the Kuumba
House Dance Theatre has worked diligently in
Houston and all over the U.S. to facilitate
quality dance education and performances as
well as promoting understanding of African
cultural art forms and creative expression. |
commend Kuumba House for not only teach-
ing this beautiful cultural art form to our youth,
but for also hosting educational activities, con-
certs, and community outreach events to all
audiences that support and appreciate the
beautiful art form of dance.

On behalf of the constituents of the 18th
Congressional district of Texas, | commend
this group on their faithful service to the Hous-
ton community and join them in the celebra-
tion of their 25th Anniversary. | am honored
and humbled to be Co-Chairing Kuumba
House’s March 23rd, 25th Anniversary Gala
Dinner with Global Energy Limited CEO Mr.
Kenneth Yellowe.

The gala will feature such dignitaries as fea-
tured speaker Dr. Barbara Masekela, who has
been a devoted member of the African Na-
tional Congress for over three decades and is
currently the South African Ambassador to the
United States. An African luminary and per-
sonal friend who will be presented with the
“Legend of Africa” award is NBA superstar
and humanitarian Dikembe Mutombo. | am
proud to say that | was more than glad to as-
sist Dikembe who through his foundation has
donated $15 million to construct and open the
Biamba Marie Mutombo Hospital and Re-
search Center, a $29 million, 300-bed hospital
in Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo.

In conclusion, the Kuumba House Dance
Theatre would not be where it is today without
the steadfast dedication of its Founder and Ar-
tistic Director, Lindi Yeni. | thank Lindi for her
vision, hard work, and wholehearted commit-
ment to Kuumba House and in this evening’s
auspicious gala. Once again, | pay tribute to
the Kuumba House Dance Theatre and look
forward to many more decades of thrilling and
creative dance performances, which contribute
to the rich diversity of our community.

March 23, 2007

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER WAYNE
MUILLER FOR THE AWARD OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Christopher Muiller, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 397, and by earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Christopher has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the years Christopher has been involved
in Scouting, he has earned 32 merit badges
and held numerous leadership positions, serv-
ing as Troop Librarian, Patrol Leader, and
Troop Guide. Christopher has earned numer-
ous awards such as the Top Gun Award for
being the best shooter in the Explorer Post
and the H. Roe Bartle Heritage Award. Chris-
topher is currently a Brave in the tribe of Mic-
O-Say. His tribal name is “He Who Walks Like
Thunder.”

For his Eagle Scout project, Christopher
painted fire hydrants for the city of Kearney,
Missouri.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Christopher Muiller for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CONGRATULATING AIRINC/FOKKER
SERVICE IN FAIRHOPE, ALA-
BAMA, ON RECEIVING THE 2007
GOVERNOR’S TRADE EXCEL-
LENCE AWARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor AIRINC/Fokker Services located in
Fairhope, Alabama, for winning the State of
Alabama’s Governor's Trade Excellence
Award.

Two years ago, Alabama Governor Bob
Riley established the Governor's Trade Excel-
lence Award to honor businesses of all
sizes—from all regions of the State of Ala-
bama—for their excellence in exports. The
goals of the award are to identify Alabama
businesses making significant contributions to
the export business and to promote Alabama
exporters as role models and supporters to
the Alabama business community, while en-
couraging businesses to become involved in
the global marketplace. The award also aims
to increase awareness of the impact of export-
ing on Alabama’s economy.

The eight winners of the award are chosen
by a panel from the Export Alabama Trade Al-
liance who judge the businesses on a wide
range of criteria. Criteria include the level of
export sales as a proportion of total sales and
innovations in exporting. | am proud to an-
nounce that two out of the eight winners of the
Governor's Trade Excellence award are lo-
cated in Alabama’s First Congressional Dis-
trict.
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One of the eight recipients of this year’s
award, AIRINC/Fokker Services, specializes in
the maintenance, repair, and overhaul work for
aircraft including Airbus and Boeing airplanes.
AIRINC was recognized by the award for
being an excellent role model to the Alabama
business community, for its continuous strong
support of the entire Alabama export commu-
nity, for its involvement at the international
level, and for its continued growth as a busi-
ness themselves. With a 26,000 square foot
facility and 65 employees, AIRINC brings in
approximately $13.5 million in revenue each
year, and regularly sends employees on busi-
ness to parts of Europe and Asia.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating both the employees
and management team at AIRINC/Fokker
Services for receiving the Alabama Governor’s
Trade Excellence Award. | know the employ-
ees, their friends, families, and members of
the community join with me in praising
AIRINC/Fokker Services for their many ac-
complishments, and | extend my thanks for
their continued service to the Alabama busi-
ness community, the First Congressional Dis-
trict, and to the international business commu-
nity.

IN TRIBUTE TO GWEN JACKSON

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize a compassionate
leader and volunteer from the Fourth Congres-
sional District, Gwen T. Jackson. Her involve-
ment in the voluntary and nonprofit arena has
been a lifelong pursuit: she has served on the
board of over 50 different organizations in the
Milwaukee metro area. Mrs. Jackson is a rec-
ognized leader at the national, regional and
local level for her work in the community.

Mrs. Jackson was a pioneer for women in
management and executive business positions
and was vice president of human resources
when she elected for early retirement in 1981
from BRILLS, Inc. where she worked for over
30 years.

Mrs. Jackson is well known as the consum-
mate volunteer and her commitment to civic
involvement includes the following leadership
roles: chairman, Women’s Fund of the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation; United Way of Greater
Milwaukee; Volunteers of America of Wis-
consin; Alliance for Children and Family; Mil-
waukee County Department on Aging; African
American Women’s Project and chapter chair
and chairperson emeritus of the red cross of
greater Milwaukee among others. Mrs. Jack-
son’s over 40-year tenure of volunteering at
the Red Cross is held as her signature volun-
teer service. Further, she served as the na-
tional chairman of volunteers and part of the
senior management team for the American
National Red Cross in Washington D.C.

Mrs. Jackson’s advocacy and leadership on
a myriad of issues including the fields of
aging, health, women and youth has earned
her the respect and heartfelt admiration of
Milwaukeeans. She has not only been the re-
cipient of countless awards including an Hon-
orary Doctorate from Cardinal Stritch Univer-
sity and Outstanding Citizen Award from the
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National Council of Christians and Jews, but
she has also had awards and scholarships
named in her honor including the Gwen T.
Jackson Angel Fund to provide quality of life
assistance to frail elderly and mentally chal-
lenged adults who live in Volunteers of Amer-
ica of Wisconsin group homes.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, | am
honored to pay tribute to Mrs. Jackson’s con-
tributions to the Fourth Congressional District.
She is a community treasure and the many
honors and awards she has received are a
testament to the positive impact she has had
on Milwaukee.

———

TRIBUTE TO DMITRY A. BROWN
FOR THE AWARD OF EAGLE
SCOouT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Dmitry Brown, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 397, and by earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Dmitry has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Dmitry has been involved in scouting,
he has earned 41 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as As-
sistant Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, Scribe,
and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader. Dmitry is
a brotherhood member in the Order of the
Arrow and a Brave in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say.
Dmitry has earned numerous awards such as
the Leave No Trace Award, World Conserva-
tion Award, God and Life Award, and the
Bartle Heritage Award.

For his Eagle Scout project, Dmitry con-
structed a sandbox and bench for the students
of Dogwood Elementary School.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Dmitry Brown for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

CONGRATULATING ABRAHAM
MITCHELL FOR BEING NAMED
MOBILIAN OF THE YEAR

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and pleasure that | rise today to
honor Mr. Abraham Mitchell on the occasion
of being named Mobilian of the Year for 2006
by the Mobile Civitan Club.

The Mobilian of the Year is the city’s most
prestigious civic honor, and Abe is most de-
serving of his award. With his brother Mayer,
Abe co-founded the Mitchell Company in the
1950’s, which would go on to become one of
the southeast’s largest real-estate companies
before being sold in 1985. After his retirement
from real estate, Abe became co-owner of an-
other endeavor, Mitchell Brothers, Inc., which
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has focused on investments and philanthropic
support.

Abe is not only a very successful business-
man, but he and his family have set a new
standard in the state of Alabama for their phil-
anthropic endeavors. Abe has always believed
that education is paramount to the improve-
ment of the human condition and, to that end,
he has been extremely supportive of Mobile’s
institutes of higher education.

According to the University of South Ala-
bama, Abe has donated at least $4 million
personally, providing for three endowed chairs
in the College of Medicine and the soon to be
opened Resources Learning Center in the
Mitchell College of Business.

Moreover, he has funded the largest private
scholarship program at USA, which provides
20 full academic scholarships each year. Abe
has also supported the University of Mobile,
Springhill College, Bishop State Community
College, among others. He has also been
heavily involved in philanthropic support of nu-
merous cultural endeavors and community
health and human service programs.

Madam Speaker, | would like to offer my
personal congratulations to Mr. Abraham
Mitchell for being named the Mobilian of the
Year for 2006 and in so doing recognize him
for his many outstanding professional and phil-
anthropic accomplishments.

Abe’s enormous generosity not only benefits
the students of the University of South Ala-
bama but our entire community, State and Na-
tion. His extraordinary positive impact has set
an exemplary example for young and old alike
in Mobile. | know that my colleagues will join
me in commending him for his commitment to
improving the lives of so many others.

———

INTRODUCTION OF DIVIDENDS
PROPOSAL

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam Speak-
er, since 2003, certain qualified dividends from
corporations have been eligible for a lower
rate of tax. This lower rate of tax is 15 percent
for higher income taxpayers and 5 percent for
lower income taxpayers, specifically those in
the 10 and 15 percent brackets. The rate of
tax for lower income taxpayers becomes zero
in 2008 and beyond. At the end of 2010, these
special rates expire and dividends will be once
again taxed as ordinary income.

This special rate was first proposed by
President Bush on January 7, 2003. The pro-
posal was described in a document released
later that month by Treasury entitled, “Elimi-
nate the Double Taxation on Corporate Earn-
ings.” Treasury explained the reason for the
change was the double burden of a corporate
level tax on top of the individual tax on divi-
dends. The proposal would apply only to in-
come that had been subject to U.S. income
tax at the corporate level. But the proposal
was terribly complicated.

The House then proposed a simpler cut in
the dividend rate to 15 percent for any divi-
dends received from domestic corporations.
However, the final conference report did allow
some dividends from foreign corporations to
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qualify as well. In a statement on the Senate
floor, one of the Senate negotiators, Finance
Chairman CHUCK GRASSLEY, expressed res-
ervation that shareholders of foreign corpora-
tions that had completed inversions to tax ha-
vens would benefit from this new rate.

| share that reservation. That is why today
| am filing legislation to close several loop-
holes in this provision.

My legislation would amend Section 1 of the
Internal Revenue Code to provide that divi-
dends from certain foreign corporations which
are not subject to an entity-level tax would not
be eligible for the special, lower rate of tax.
Since 2003, some banks have promoted “hy-
brid” debt instruments from foreign corpora-
tions as they may qualify for the special rate.
Now, these hybrid instruments appear to be
debt in the host foreign country, so the entity
actually takes a deduction as if it was an inter-
est payment. But in the U.S., they are classi-
fied as equity so the “dividend” may be eligi-
ble for the special, lower rate of tax. Clearly,
this was not intended by Congress and needs
to be shut down.

My bill also disallows the preferential divi-
dend rate if the payment is received from an
entity not subject to or is exempt from cor-
porate tax in the foreign country. And, if the
entity is a passive foreign investment com-
pany, or PFIC, this bill would not allow the
special dividend rate even if the entity was
also classified as a controlled foreign corpora-
tion, or CFC. Currently, another section of the
Code treats a foreign corporation that is both
a CFC and a PFIC as only a CFC, inadvert-
ently undermining the current PFIC limitation
in Section 1. My bill would ensure that this
tightener works as intended.

Finally, the current law allows dividends
from foreign corporations with stock registered
on a U.S. exchange to be eligible for the en-
hanced dividend rate. Of course, if companies
are headquartered in a tax haven, then there
is little or no corporate level tax paid. So, my
bill would provide that only dividends from for-
eign companies which are located in countries
with a comprehensive income tax and which
are traded on a U.S. exchange may qualify.
This section is modeled after another section
in current law providing the special rate for
dividends from companies located in countries
which the Secretary of Treasury determines
has a comprehensive income tax treaty.

| believe these changes carry out the origi-
nal intent of the President and Congress in at-
tempting to limit double taxation. In each of
these circumstances, double taxation does not
exist. Whether one supported the 2003 rate
cut on dividends or not, we should all support
reasonable changes to current law to make
sure tax benefits only accrue to those in-
tended. | urge my fellow colleagues to support
this bill.

———

ANIMAL FIGHTING PROHIBITION
ENFORCEMENT ACT—SUPPORT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my full support for H.R. 137, the
Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act. |
join my other colleagues from both sides of
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the aisle, animal rights organizations, and
local law enforcement agencies to address the
inhumane treatment of animals.

This bill has received widespread support
for several reasons. First, animal fighting is
terribly wrong. It is simply inappropriate and
unacceptable for animals to be trained to at-
tack and kill each other for the sole purpose
of entertainment and illegal gambling. Use of
animals in this manner is not only inhumane,
but downright primitive and ugly. People who
participate in these unlawful activities should
be caught and punished.

Second, this bill will help to deter animal
fighting by strengthening the penalties for
those who are involved in the various aspects
of animal fights. For too long the punishment
has been too lenient. It is important to send a
message that these cruel acts against animals
will not be tolerated.

Third, the State laws will be in alignment
with Federal laws. Progress has been made
since the enactment of federal animal fighting
laws in 1976. Currently, dog fighting is a fel-
ony in 48 States and cockfighting a felony in
33 states. Laws are needed at both the State
and local levels to ensure decreases in dog
fighting and animal cruelty.

| urge other colleagues to support this bill.
| applaud the work done by animal rights orga-
nizations and law enforcement agencies to as-
sist with protecting animals from inhumane
treatment.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, due to sickness, | was unable to
vote during the following rollcall votes, had |
been present | would have voted: “yea” on
rolicall No. 179, On Ordering the Previous
Question, Providing for the consideration of
H.R. 1433 District of Columbia House Voting
Rights Act; “aye” on rollcall No. 180, On
Agreeing to the Resolution, Providing for the
consideration of H.R. 1433; District of Colum-
bia House Voting Rights Act; “yea” on rolicall
No. 181, On Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree, Use of Rotunda for Holocaust Days of
Remembrance Ceremony; ‘“yea” on rollcall
No. 183, On Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, as Amended, Native American Meth-
amphetamine Enforcement and Treatment Act
of 2007; and “aye,” on rollcall No. 184, On
Approving the Journal.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE VOTE BY
MAIL ACT OF 2007

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Vote by Mail Act
of 2007—a bill to provide grants to states to
help them offset the costs of adopting Vote by
Mail election systems and to study the bene-
fits of those Vote by Mail election systems.

While | love the ritual of going to the polls
to vote, | know that getting to the polls on
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Election Day is often difficult. For some, it's
impossible. And for some elections, it simply
does not make sense to open the polls.

That is why | have introduced a bill that
builds upon the growing trend of states to
bring the polls to the voters. | believe we
should try to meet our constituents halfway by
increasing access to the electoral process.

Oregon, the only State to adopt Vote by
Mail, historically has one of the highest voter
participation rates in the country. Oregon has
also dramatically decreased its costs.

Under current law, certain States and juris-
dictions may conduct certain elections by mail
but only under limited circumstances and they
are not given Federal funding to make that ad-
justment to vote by mail.

This bill would help States who want to con-
duct Vote by Mail elections by creating an $18
million, 3-year grant program to provide a por-
tion of the funds they need.

Under this bill, States would have the option
of adopting Vote by Mail statewide, within a
group of selected counties, or even in a single
county.

Further, this bill instructs the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct a very
important study.

With the popularity of Vote by Mail increas-
ing dramatically, it is crucial that we invest in
some valuable research to learn about its ben-
efits, find remedies for any problems and
share best practices.

This bill will instruct the GAO to compare
traditional voting methods with Vote by Mail
with respect to: the likelihood of fraud and
misconduct; the accuracy of voter rolls and
election results; voter participation in urban
and rural communities and by minorities, lan-
guage minorities, individuals with disabilities,
individuals who are homeless, and individuals
who move frequently; residual vote rates, bro-
ken out by voter age, education, income, race,
or ethnicity or whether a voter lives in an
urban or rural community, is disabled, or is a
language minority; public confidence in the
election system; and cost savings.

As the former president of the League of
Women Voters of San Diego, | care deeply
about the integrity of our electoral system and
the rate of participation among our citizens.

| ask my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to join me in supporting this effort to
strengthen the democratic process and give
elections officials and voters the options and
support they deserve.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF GARRETT W.
WALTON

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to recognize the
significant impact Garrett W. Walton has made
on the communities of northwest Florida.

In 1977, Garrett Walton moved to Pensa-
cola, Florida, where his law career com-
menced as an associate and then a principal
with the law firm of Emmanuel, Sheppard, and
Condon. After 17 years, Mr. Walton retired
from law practice, but he has continued ful-
filling his passion for serving the community
through his widespread involvement.
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Garrett Walton has participated in numerous
charitable and civic organizations, which in-
clude: the Pensacola Area Chamber of Com-
merce, the Girl Scouts of Northwest Florida,
the Sacred Heart Foundation, the United Way,
and the Homebuilders Association of West
Florida. He was a founding director/organizer
of Northwest Florida Legal Services, Toy Sol-
diers, Sea Plane Foundation and the Armed
Services Council for the Pensacola Area
Chamber of Commerce.

To many Americans, September 16, 2004,
is a date that has come and gone, but to
those in northwest Florida and South Ala-
bama, September 16, 2004, is a date that will
never be forgotten. It was on that day that
Hurricane lvan washed up on the shores of
Alabama and Florida and became the fourth-
worst natural disaster in United States history.
Not being one to sit on the sidelines and
watch as others suffered, Mr. Walton founded
Rebuild Northwest Florida in November 2004.
Rebuild Northwest Florida, a not-for-profit dis-
aster recovery organization that assists need-
based hurricane victims, was founded on this
man’s vision and spirit during a time when it
was needed most. Because of the optimism
and efforts of Mr. Walton and the many volun-
teers of northwest Florida, coupled by the sup-
port of the entire community, including local
homebuilders, contractors, and charitable or-
ganizations, Rebuild Northwest Florida has
brought hope to many families whose lives
were forever changed on that September
morning.

Mr. Walton’s local efforts now extend state-
wide. On February 6, 2007, Florida Governor
Charlie Crist appointed Garrett Walton as
chairman of the Windstorm Mitigation Study
Committee, a statewide committee whose
focus is to make recommendations on existing
and proposed programs and initiatives for miti-
gating windstorm damage.

Garrett Walton has proudly served north-
west Florida over the past 30 years through
his leadership, optimism and dedication. But
he is also a dedicated husband, a loving fa-
ther, a mentor of young professionals, and a
slightly above average goose hunter. Pensa-
cola is truly honored to have him as one of
her own.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize the
achievements of Garrett W. Walton and his
exemplary service to the communities of
northwest Florida.

——————

IN HONOR OF WEST BERGEN MEN-
TAL HEALTHCARE’S DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARDEES,
THE HONORABLE MICHAEL A.
CHAGARES AND MARGARET M.
CHAGARES

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, this weekend, West Bergen Mental
Healthcare will honor the Honorable Michael
A. Chagares and Mrs. Margaret M. Chagares
for their distinguished service on behalf of the
mental health community in Bergen County,
New Jersey.

The Chagares’ have a long and proud his-
tory of service to their community, both as at-

torneys and as citizens. Michael Chagares has
served as a Judge for the United States Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit for the past
year. Prior to that, he had served as an As-
sistant U.S. Attorney in the Civil Division,
where he was the Director of the Affirmative
Civil Enforcement Unit and later Chief of the
whole division. Judge Chagares also served
as a hearing officer for the 9/11 Victim Com-
pensation Fund.

Peggy Chagares is also an attorney and
volunteers her considerable legal talents to
representing the underserved. A mother of
four young children, she also volunteers her
time to educational activities. For instance,
she chairs the Sicomac School’s Fifth Grade
Activities Board and the school’s Art Docent
program. She has also served as chairperson
of the Parents’ Board of Grace Church Nurs-
ery School. And, Peggy Chagares has been a
coach, a Sunday School teacher, and a
Brownie and Girl Scout Leader.

They've put tremendous energy and time
into helping West Bergen Mental Healthcare
fulfill its mission of serving the community with
compassion and quality care. It began as a
Child Guidance Clinic more than 40 years
ago. Today it offers a full range of services to
over 2,000 people a year. They are a model
of volunteerism and professionalism, and | ap-
plaud their commitment to the community.

————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF JACK SEBOLKA

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life of Mr. John
“Jack” Andrew Sebolka, as he celebrates his
100th birthday.

Jack was born on March 21, 1907, in
Wilkes-Barre, PA, and was one of four chil-
dren born to John and Anne Sebolka. Inspired
by his father, Jack went to work in the local
coal mines upon his graduation from St.
John’s University. Realizing that mining was
not his calling, he began helping his grand-
parents with their farm. Throughout the Roar-
ing Twenties and Great Depression, he dove
into a myriad of professions including con-
struction, selling furniture, and the gold busi-
ness. In 1939, Jack became a sales rep-
resentative for the United Furniture Manufac-
tures, where he worked until his retirement in
1982.

Jack married Marie Bombick on November
21, 1936, in Lake Silkworth, PA. The couple
had two children, Ronald and James. The
family made their home on a 15-acre farm in
Jackson Township, PA, where Jack spent his
“leisure time” growing vegetables on the farm.
Tragically, Marie passed away from cancer in
1967, but Jack never left her side.

In June 1972, Jack remarried to Mary Laux.
After their wedding they took a honeymoon
trip around the world. They stopped in Bang-
kok, Thailand, where they spent 5 weeks with
his son, James, who was then an advisor to
the Thai Government. Mary was struck by
cancer in 1976. Once again, Jack helped
nurse his wife through treatment, but she
passed in 1977.

Jack pressed on with work at United until
his diagnosis with Guillian-Barre Syndrome,
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GBS, which is found in approximately 1 out of
every 100,000 persons. Jack was faced with
immediate paralysis from the neck down, and
remained hospitalized for several months.
Through sheer determination and the loving
support of his family, Jack beat the odds and
began taking small steps after just 7 months
of rehabilitation. Doctors called him “Miracle
Man.”

Jack currently resides at the Goodwin
House in Alexandria, VA. He enjoys weekly
bingo and group crossword puzzle sessions
with his friends. Jack has lived a life by the
Golden Rule: Give unto others as you would
have them give unto you. He demonstrates
great faith, patriotism, a strong work ethic and
a genuine love for other people.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
extend my warmest wishes to Mr. Sebolka on
this special occasion. | ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating his 100th birthday and
in wishing him the very best on this day and
every day that follows.

CELEBRATING BISHOP SYLVESTER
MORTON, SR., OF GREATER ST.
STEPHEN FULL GOSPEL BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker:

Whereas Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr.,
was born in Ontario, Canada, July 30, 1950,
to Bishop Clarence L. Morton, Sr., and Mother
Matilda E. Morton;

Whereas Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr.,
was called to enter the ministry on February
24, 1967,

Whereas Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr.,
in 1975 was installed as Senior Pastor of
Greater St. Stephens Missionary Baptist
Church to shepherd the flock;

Whereas Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr.,
with his wife Debra at his side, grew that min-
istry of 647 believers into a 20,000 member
congregation with five places of worship now
called St. Stephens Full Gospel Baptist
Church;

Whereas Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr.,
is dedicated to winning souls to the Lord,
whether from the pulpit or as a world re-
nowned author and singer of the gospel;

Whereas Bishop Morton’s sole purpose has
always been to help people to reach their ulti-
mate potential spiritually by teaching them
how to develop a personal relationship with
God and showing them how to operate in
“spirit over mind”. Bishop Paul Sylvester Mor-
ton, Sr.’s commitment to God is evident;

Now, therefore |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr., United States Representative of the
Fourth Congressional District of Georgia, do
hereby recognize the celebration of service to
God on this 25th day of March year 2007 with
Bishop Paul Sylvester Morton, Sr., and the
membership of St. Stephens Full Gospel Bap-
tist Church.
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CONGRATULATING THE ROCKWALL
HIGH SCHOOL LADY JACKETS

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to congratulate the players and coaches
of the 2007 Rockwall High School Lady Jack-
ets. On March 3, the Lady Jackets became
the third girls team in State history to complete
a 40-0 season when they won the Texas 5A
championship. Joining this exclusive club with
the 1980 South Oak Cliff team and
Duncanville’s 1997 squad was even more ex-
citing since it marked the first-ever State bas-
ketball title for Rockwall’s girls. By defeating
Houston Cypress Fairbanks 59-54 in the
State championship and thereby finishing a 40
and 0 season, the Lady jackets made an un-
precedented achievement that certainly merits
recognition.

With both Houston Cypress Fairbanks and
Rockwall holding pristine 39-0 records prior to
the championship game, the State champion-
ship promised to be an exciting match. How-
ever, by games end the Lady Jackets scored
their 40th victory in overtime. Having won the
silver medal last year against Plano West, the
team was well motivated to come back this
year and win gold, and with their champion-
ship victory they did just that.

Madam Speaker, | want to congratulate the
Rockwall Lady Jackets for their tremendous
success, not only in tournament play but also
throughout the entire season. Through their
hard work and dedication they have made
Rockwall very proud. | ask each of my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Rockwall High
School. Finally, | want to commend Super-
intendent Dr. Gene Burton, Principal Dr. Mark
LeMaster, Athletic Director Mark Elam, Athletic
Coordinator Scott Smith, Head Coach Jill
McDill, Varsity Assistant Casey Reeves, JV
Coach Brad Blalock, and Freshman Coach
Cody Christenberry for helping to lead the
Lady Jackets on to victory. I'd like to congratu-
late each of the talented players on the 2007
Championship Lady jacket team: Shelby Ad-
amson, Emily McCallum, Arielle Andres, Haley
Day, Peyton Adamson, Samantha Shaw, Mer-
edith Gordon, Sunny Satery, Brittany Cole-
man, Kayla Kimmons, Ariel Coleman, Gene-
vieve Campbell, Lindsay Wack, and Kiara
Slayton. I'd also like to honor Ashlie Strange,
Rebekah Jones, Lauren Hurt, Nichole
Schueneman, and Taylor Whitehead who all
served as managers for the team.

| especially salute head coach Jill McDill on
her devotion to duty, her super guidance of
our girls, never looking ahead but taking the
games one at a time. Coach McDill is a thor-
ough coach where every detail is practiced
over and over by her girls. Just as this stellar
group of players took its schedule one game
at a time, so too have they been taught to live
life. Coach McDill has instilled in them the de-
sire to live every day doing their best, to be
unafraid of the future, and be loyal to your
goals, your school, your family, and your God.

The combination of a talented group of girls,
a head coach who has previously won State
titles at other schools, a Superintendent and
faculty who fully supports, and parents and
loyal Yellow Jacket supporters yielded a
Rockwall girls Basketball State 5A Champion-
ship and a number 3 national ranking.
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Girls, coaches, parents, faculty, and student
body—you made Rockwall, Texas, smallest
county of 254 counties, very proud.

God bless all of you and thank you again!
As we close and leave this floor of Congress
on this 23rd day of March, let us do so in re-
spect and recognition that the Rockwall Girls
Basketball team is the champion of the largest
State in the union—the State of Texas.

——————

INTRODUCING THE MEDICARE
MENTAL HEALTH MODERNIZA-
TION ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with my colleagues JIM RAMSTAD of Minnesota
and PATRICK KENNEDY from Rhode Island to
introduce the Medicare Mental Health Mod-
ernization Act, a bill to provide mental health
parity in Medicare. | have introduced a version
of this bill in every Congress since 1994. Per-
haps this time we can actually enact it.

Medicare’s mental health benefit is fash-
ioned on treatments provided in 1965, but
mental health care has changed dramatically
over the last 42 years. Medicare limits inpa-
tient coverage at psychiatric hospitals to 190
days over an individual's lifetime. In addition,
beneficiaries are charged a discriminatory 50
percent coinsurance for outpatient psycho-
therapy services, compared to 20 percent for
physical health services.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act eliminates this blatant mental health dis-
crimination under Medicare and modernizes
the Medicare mental health benefit to meet to-
day’s standards of care.

This bill is long overdue. One in five mem-
bers of our senior population displays mental
difficulties that are not part of the normal aging
process. In primary care settings, more than a
third of senior citizens demonstrate symptoms
of depression and impaired social functioning.
Yet only one out of every three mentally ill
seniors receives the mental health services
he/she needs. Older adults also have one of
the highest rates of suicide of any segment of
our population. In addition, mental illness is
the single largest diagnostic category for Medi-
care beneficiaries who qualify as disabled.

There is a critical need for effective and ac-
cessible mental health care for our Medicare
population. Recent research has found a di-
rect relationship between treating depression
in older adults and improved physical func-
tioning associated with independent living. Un-
fortunately, the current structure of Medicare
mental health benefits is inadequate and pre-
sents multiple barriers to access of essential
treatment. This bill addresses these problems.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act is a straightforward bill that improves
Medicare’s mental health benefits as follows:

It reduces the discriminatory co-payment for
outpatient mental health services from 50 per-
cent to the 20 percent level charged for most
other Part B medical services.

It eliminates the arbitrary 190-day lifetime
cap on inpatient services in psychiatric hos-
pitals.

It improves beneficiary access to mental
health services by including within Medicare a

March 23, 2007

number of community-based residential and
intensive outpatient mental health services
that characterize today’s state-of-the-art clin-
ical practices.

It further improves access to needed mental
health services by addressing the shortage of
qualified mental health professionals serving
older and disabled Americans in rural and
other medically underserved areas by allowing
state licensed marriage and family therapists
and mental health counselors to provide Medi-
care-covered services.

Similarly, it corrects a legislative oversight
that will facilitate the provision of mental health
services by clinical social workers within
skilled nursing facilities.

It requires the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to conduct a study to exam-
ine whether the Medicare criteria to cover
therapeutic services to beneficiaries with Alz-
heimer's and related cognitive disorders dis-
criminates by being too restrictive.

In April 2002, President Bush identified un-
fair treatment limitations placed on mental
health benefits as a major barrier to mental
health care and urged Congress to enact leg-
islation that would provide full parity in the
health insurance coverage of mental and
physical illnesses. We've made important
strides forward for the under-65 population.
Twenty-six states have enacted full mental
health parity. The Federal Employees Health
Benefits Plan (FEHBP) was improved in 2001
to assure that all federal employees and mem-
bers of Congress are provided parity for men-
tal health and substance abuse treatment.
This month, Representatives KENNEDY and
RAMSTAD intoroduced H.R. 1424, the Paul
Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity
Act, to provide full parity for mental health and
substance abuse in the private insurance mar-
ket nationwide. I'm proud to join them in sup-
port of this legislation, which was introduced
with 256 cosponsors—well more than the 218
majority needed to pass the House of Rep-
resentatives.

While some in the business community are
concerned about increased costs associated
with providing these benefits, a recent study of
the FEHBP mental health coverage concluded
that implementation of parity benefits led to
negligible cost increases. In fact, some busi-
nesses are now embracing parity because
they recognize the increased productivity from
workers over the long run and how improving
access to mental health services has the po-
tential to avoid other additional costly care.

| am similarly sure that modernizing the
Medicare mental health benefit will reduce un-
necessary spending. Medicare mental health
expenses have historically been heavily
skewed toward more expensive inpatient serv-
ices, with 56 percent of the total going to inpa-
tient care and only 30 percent toward out-
patient services in 2001. This relationship is in
contrast to national trends showing a reversal
in inpatient and outpatient spending over the
past decade. In the last 10 years, inpatient
spending declined from 40 percent to 24 per-
cent, while outpatient spending increased from
36 percent to 50 percent of all mental health
spending. In addition, improving beneficiary
access to timely mental health care could well
yield savings by minimizing the need for other
services.

Science has demonstrated that mental ill-
ness and substance abuse are manifestations
of biological diseases. It is long past time for
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us to take action with regard to Medicare’s in-
adequate mental health benefits and structure.
Over the years, Congress has updated Medi-
care’s benefits for treatment of physical ill-
nesses as the practice of medicine has
changed. The mental health field has under-
gone many advances over the past several
decades. Effective research-validated interven-
tions have been developed for many mental
conditions that affect stricken beneficiaries.
Most mental conditions no longer require long-
term hospitalizations, and can be effectively
treated in less restrictive community settings.
This bill recognizes these advances in clinical
treatment practices and adjusts Medicare’s
mental health coverage to account for them.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act removes discriminatory features from the
Medicare mental health benefits while facili-
tating access to up-to-date and affordable
mental health services for our senior citizens
and people with disabilities. | urge my col-
leagues to join Mr. RAMSTAD, Mr. KENNEDY,
and myself in support of this important legisla-
tion and to work with us to improve mental
health coverage for everyone.

——

TRIBUTE TO PHYLLIS MAKI
HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an extraordinary woman who
has made tremendous contributions to Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula, to the County and City
of Marquette and to Northern Michigan Univer-
sity.

X Marquette native, Phyllis Maki is a grad-
uate of Bishop Baraga High School. She has
spent nearly her entire life in Marquette and,
over the years, Ms. Maki has involved herself
in countless local community organizations,
winning the admiration of her friends and
neighbors as someone upon whom her com-
munity could always depend.

Phyllis Maki is active on the Board of the
Lake Superior Community Partnership, which
fosters economic growth throughout Marquette
and surrounding, smaller communities. She
was Treasurer of the Lake Superior Commu-
nity Partnership and Lake Superior Jobs Coali-
tion. She represented the interests of Mar-
quette City by serving as a “Marquette County
Ambassador,” traveling to Lansing to advocate
for the community before the state House and
Senate and to bring money back from the
state capital to invest in important programs in
the Marquette area. She further helped drive
economic growth in the area by serving on the
board of the Economic Club of Marquette
County.

She has served on the boards of the Mar-
quette County YMCA, the Kl Sawyer Heritage
Museum and the Northern Michigan University
Centennial Committee. She has worked to-
wards access to healthcare for my constitu-
ents by serving on the Marquette Community
Access to Health Care Finance Committee.
She has served as a member of the U.S.
Olympic Education Committee and the Michi-
gan Department of Transportation Focus
Group. As one of her friends recently com-
mented, “She is involved in everything!”

She has been recognized with multiple
awards in the past, including the Athena

Award in 1998, which recognizes excellence
of female leaders in their profession. She her-
self served for several years on the Athena
Board Steering Committee. She also received
the Paul Harris Fellow Award, an International
Rotary Award for assisting others in the com-
munity to reach their goals.

An honorary alumna of Northern Michigan
University (NMU), Ms. Maki’s ties to Northern
Michigan University run deep. She has served
many years on the Northern Michigan Univer-
sity Foundation Board of Trustees and as past
president of this Board of Trustees for 11
years. She was also a member of NMU’s
Golden Wildcat Club, Blue Line Club and a
member of NMU’s Forest Roberts Theater.

Ms. Maki can perhaps best be described as
“tireless.” In all areas of her life, Phyllis Maki
exhibits a tenacious, irrepressible spirit. While
her involvement in her community demanded
much of her time, she also made time for fam-
ily: a single parent, she raised two children
largely on her own.

She is known for waking early in the morn-
ing to tackle the day. She would start almost
every morning with a 4:30 a.m. run, finishing
in time to be in her office or in meetings as
early as 6 a.m. Her runs were so notoriously
early that one morning, she is said to have en-
countered a moose. She was up so early that
the only living creatures up with her at that
hour were wildlife!

While she has given freely of her personal
time and raised a family, Ms. Maki was also
able to lead a rich and rewarding career in the
private sector. In February of this year, she re-
tired as the Chief Financial Officer of a local
car dealership. During her 37 years of work
there, she was the driving force in building the
company’s philanthropic activities, encour-
aging them to regularly donate vehicles to var-
ious charities and non-profits. Coincidentally,
the name of her long time employer reflects
Ms. Maki’s altruistic spirit: the car dealership is
called Public Service Garage.

An active member of St. Peter's Catholic
Church, Ms. Maki’'s faith has always been a
strong foundation in her life, providing her the
spiritual endurance to give so much to so
many.

Tomorrow, Phyllis Maki will receive the
Northern Michigan University President’s Life-
time Achievement Award. This prestigious
honor is bestowed upon men and women
whose lives are truly outstanding. As the cita-
tion for this award reads, “A beautiful person
inside and out, she leads with strength and vi-
sion and lives with a kind heart and generous
soul. She is the best kind of friend—the for-
ever kind.”

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in
saluting my friend, Ms. Phyllis Maki, for her
lifetime of contributions and in wishing her,
Carlo, Deborah, David and Michael all the
best on this momentous occasion.

———
PUT ASIDE PARTISANSHIP TO
PASS COMPREHENSIVE IMMI-

GRATION REFORM
HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased that we in the House of Representa-
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tives finally have a comprehensive immigration
reform bill that we can debate, and | am proud
to be a cosponsor of this bipartisan legislation
authored by Congressman GUTIERREZ and
Congressman FLAKE.

Members in this chamber now have the op-
portunity to pass a bill that will secure the bor-
der and end our nation’s illegal immigration
crisis.

Given that the challenge of illegal immigra-
tion is complex, the solution must address all
aspects of this problem—border security, the
hiring of illegal immigrants, labor shortages in
certain sectors of our economy, and the mil-
lions of illegal immigrants currently living in the
United States.

A piecemeal approach will simply not work.
If we truly want to end illegal immigration, the
only option is to pass a comprehensive bill
that is tough, practical, and effective.

| stand here today ready to work with mem-
bers of both parties, ready to listen to every-
one’s concerns, and steadfast in my conviction
that, if we can put aside partisanship and
compromise with each other, we can reach an
agreement.

In my district in southern Arizona, the need
for reform is critical. In 2006, 4,000 illegal im-
migrants a day crossed the border into Ari-
zona. Our schools, hospitals, and law enforce-
ment agencies are overwhelmed. Our environ-
ment and homeland security are threatened.

In the weeks ahead, | will be holding several
forums on this legislation in my district, so |
can receive feedback from the folks on the
front lines of the immigration crisis. After lis-
tening to a range of experts and local resi-
dents, | will recommend possible improve-
ments before we vote on this bill.

——————

WOODROW WILSON PRESIDENTIAL
LIBRARY

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation that will establish
the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library in
Staunton, Virginia. In studying the life and
times of the 28th President, we see how
Woodrow Wilson affected and continues to in-
fluence how the United States responds to na-
tional and international crises. This bill is iden-
tical to legislation that passed on the House
floor by Voice Vote in the 109th Congress
September 28, 2006.

As a statesman, scholar, and President,
Woodrow Wilson faced economic crisis, demo-
cratic decay, and a world war. Presidential his-
torians agree that World War I, and President
Wilson’s leadership, radically altered the role
of diplomacy as a tool of foreign policy—a pol-
icy that established a new path for America’s
role in promoting democracies throughout the
world. So too did Wilson’s high-minded ideals
craft a legacy that shaped the powers and re-
sponsibilities of the executive branch in times
of war.

As a professor and president of Princeton
University, Wilson created a more selective
and accountable system for higher education.
By instituting curriculum reform, Wilson revolu-
tionized the roles of teachers and students
and quickly made Princeton one of the most




E634

renowned universities in the world. Due to Wil-
son’s legacy at Princeton, | am pleased to
have the support of the current president,
Shirley Tilghman, as we seek to establish a
Presidential library and museum at Wilson’s
birthplace in Virginia.

On April 2, 1917, President Woodrow Wil-
son went before a joint session of Congress to
seek a declaration of war against Germany,
for “The world must be safe for democracy.”
Ninety years later, we continue to champion
that right of mankind.

Specifically, this legislation will make grants
from the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration for the establishment of a Presi-
dential library to provide educational and inter-
pretive services to honor the life of Woodrow
Wilson. To ensure that a public-private part-
nership exists, my legislation also mandates
that no grant shall be available for the estab-
lishment of this library until a private entity has
raised at least twice the amount to be allo-
cated by the Congress. Finally, once the li-
brary is complete, this legislation states that
the Federal Government shall have no role or
responsibility for the operation of the library.

——

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVER-
SITY PRESIDENT STEPHEN JOEL
TRACHTENBERG

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, today |
want to pay tribute to an exceptional man who
is retiring in July after 19 years of impeccable
service to The George Washington University
(GW).

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, 68, became the
15th president of GW on August 1, 1988. A
native of Brooklyn, NY, Trachtenberg earned a
bachelor of arts degree from Columbia Univer-
sity in 1959, the Juris Doctor from Yale Uni-
versity in 1962, and the master of public ad-
ministration degree from Harvard University in
1966. In 1968, he was selected as a Winston
Churchill Traveling Fellow for study in Oxford,
England.

He came to GW from the University of Hart-
ford (CT), where he had been president for 11
years. Before assuming the presidency of
Hartford, Trachtenberg served for 8 years at
Boston University as vice president for aca-
demic services and academic dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts. Earlier, in Washington,
DC, he was a special assistant for 2 years to
the U.S. Education Commissioner, Department
of Health, Education and Welfare. He has
been an attorney with the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission and a legislative aide to former
Indiana Congressman John Brademas.

Just a few of the highlights in his career in-
clude the following: Trachtenberg was named
one of the Top 100 Leaders in the American
Academy in a 1978 Change magazine poll. He
received a 1987 Human Relations Award from
the National Conference of Christians and
Jews. In 1988 the Connecticut Bar Association
honored him with its Distinguished Public
Service Award, and he was recognized by the
Hartford NAACP for his contributions to the
education of minority students. In 1992 he re-
ceived The Hannah G. Solomon Award from
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the National Council of Jewish Women. In
1993 the Washington, DC Urban League
named him “Father of the Year.” And in 1992
and 2007 he received the Martin Luther King,
Jr. awards.

President Trachtenberg has served the GW
community as a drum major for change and
has lead by example a commitment to public,
civic and personal service. Throughout the
years, he has worked tirelessly in honoring
and enhancing the symbiotic relationship be-
tween the University and the District of Colum-
bia, supporting and mentoring students, and
leading and advocating for re-invention,
change and civic engagement. He has worked
successfully for almost two decades to propel
GW further into the first ranks of world-class
institutions of higher learning. | would like to
boast some of the national rankings that GW
has earned in recent years:

Foreign Affairs magazine ranked GW’s Mas-
ter's in International Affairs program number 7
in the top 20, and the undergraduate program
number 10 out of the top 20.

For 2007, U.S. News and World Report
ranks GW’s Law School #19.

In 2006, GW is ranked #3 in intellectual
property law.

Princeton Review ranks GW’s Law School
#10 for Best Career Prospects.

U.S. News & World Report, in August 2006,
ranked 42nd Undergraduate Business Pro-
gram which was GW’s Seventh consecutive
year in the top 50.

GW ranked 70th in Full-Time MBA Pro-
grams by U.S. News & World Report, in April
2006.

Also U.S. News & World Report, in April
2006, ranked GW one of the Top 25 Graduate
Business Specialties in International Business,
and in August of that year ranked GW’s un-
dergraduate specialty program in International
Business.

As a result of President Trachtenberg’s ef-
forts the number of applications for under-
graduate admission more than tripled (from
6,000 in 1988 to almost 20,000 in 2006) while
the University’s acceptance rate of these ap-
plicants was reduced by two-thirds. President
Trachtenberg made financial aid for students a
priority so that today the University offers
nearly nine times ($113 million) as much fi-
nancial aid to incoming students as was of-
fered in 1988.

It can confidently be said that the Univer-
sity’s faculty now comprises experts on topics
ranging from administrative law to zoology and
contribute to scholarly journals, law reviews,
and media outlets on a regular basis. The Uni-
versity’s sponsored research enterprise has
quadrupled from $33 million in expenditures in
1988 to $132 million in expenditures in 2006.
Through President Trachtenberg’s efforts, GW
has significantly upgraded its information tech-
nology and library system which now contains
more than 2,000,000 volumes and is a mem-
ber of the prestigious Association of Research
Libraries.

Under President Trachtenberg’s unprece-
dented leadership, the University robustly de-
veloped academic, residential, and rec-
reational facilites on campus—including the
opening of the Media and Public Affairs Build-
ing and the establishment within of the Luther
W. Brady Art Gallery (2001), the Annette and
Theodore Lerner Health and Wellness Center
(2001), GW Hospital (2002), 1957 E Street,
the new home of GW’ s Elliott School of Inter-
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national Affairs and Geography Department
(2002), and Ric and Dawn Duques Hall, the
new home of GW’ s Business School (2006)—
in a way that served the institution’s scholarly
and other programmatic needs while respect-
ing the interests of its Foggy Bottom neigh-
bors. A few years ago, the Washington Post
Magazine featured a cover story on President
Trachtenberg, focusing on his expansionist vi-
sions, and skillful negotiations with the local
residents. While every university President at
one time or another finds him or herself em-
broiled in “town versus gown” dealings, Presi-
dent Trachtenberg has such a presence that
he has earned himself the nickname “Hurri-
cane Steve”. | think that he appreciates the
appellation, because it signifies that in a town
with many egos and agendas, and a lot of talk
not always accompanied by action, he is able
to get things done.

President Trachtenberg’s commitment to the
enhancement of academic and other space on
campus supported the renovation and expan-
sion of the Law School complex (begun in
2000 and completed in 2006), the renovation
of Morton and Norma Lee Funger Hall (dedi-
cated in February 2006), and improvements of
the Cloyd Heck Marvin Center including the
addition of the Marc C. Abrahms Great Hall
(dedicated in December 2002) and the ren-
ovation of J Street dining facilities (opened Au-
gust 2004).

President Trachtenberg also spearheaded a
campus beautification effort that transformed a
series of city streets into a cohesive and vi-
brant urban campus with the addition of the
Mid-Campus Quad, Kogan Plaza, pocket
parks, and outdoor sculptures.

President Trachtenberg presides over the
District of Columbia’s largest private employer.
And to support all the foregoing, President
Trachtenberg oversaw two decades of bal-
anced budgets, and the increase in the Uni-
versity endowment from $200 million in 1988
to more than $1 billion in 2007.

In 1989, President Trachtenberg created the
21st Century DC Scholars Program (now the
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg Scholars), which
has granted almost 100 full scholarships, rep-
resenting over $13 million, to students from
the DC Public Schools to attend GW. Under
Trachtenberg’s leadership, GW’s Multicultural
Student Services Center was named, and has
become a strong center for cultural awareness
and celebrations, student development, and
diversity training. Additionally, the Office of
Community Service was created in 1992 and
has become a focal point for civic engagement
for the Washington, DC community. His dedi-
cation to civic service is reflected throughout
the University, which was named a “college
with a conscience” in 2005 by Princeton Re-
view, and most recently in the top 10 schools
sending students to the Peace Corps.

His passion and demonstrated commitment
to DC—the city, the schools, the business
community and its residents—are unparalleled
and have been recognized on several occa-
sions by the District of Columbia Mayor, City
Council and Chamber of Commerce. President
Trachtenberg has received numerous acco-
lades from across the nation and abroad for
his service, vision, intellect, wit and compas-
sion. Thanks to President Trachtenberg, GW
went from being one of the best-kept secrets
in town to being one of the best-known and
most admired global universities.
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FREEDOM FOR FRANCISCO
HERODES DIAZ ECHEMENDIA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Francisco Herodes Diaz Echemendia, a polit-
ical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Diaz Echemendia is a member of the
respected Pedro Luis Boitel organization
named for Pedro Luis Boitel, a heroic, leg-
endary Cuban political prisoner who died in a
hunger strike in 1972. This organization,
based in Placetas, Villa Clara, with provincial
delegations throughout Cuba, has the primary
objective of urging the Cuban tyranny to grant
amnesty to all political prisoners and to abol-
ish the indefensible “political” crimes in totali-
tarian Cuba. Well aware of the consequences
associated with his involvement in Cuba’s pro-
democracy movement, Mr. Diaz Echemendia
has never relinquished his dream that the men
and women of Cuba deserve freedom, democ-
racy, and fundamental human rights.

Because of his belief in these inalienable
rights, Mr. Diaz Echemendia was arrested by
the dictatorship on August 9, 1990 on absurd
charges of “enemy propaganda, sabotage,
and disrespect” which amounted to nothing
more than his decision to voice the truth about
totalitarian Cuba. For his supposed ‘“crime”
Mr. Diaz Echemendia was wrongfully and cru-
elly “sentenced” to twenty years and ten
months in the totalitarian gulag.

On September 10, 1997, after being held in
a subhuman dungeon for seven years, over
thirty of the tyrant’s security thugs savagely at-
tacked Mr. Diaz Echemendia and other incar-
cerated human rights activists. Mr. Diaz
Echemendia was mercilessly punched and
kicked on the neck, ribs, back and face. By
the time the thugs ceased committing their
crimes against him he had suffered severe in-
juries to his left arm and his nose and lips had
been split wide open. To add insult to injury
he and his fellow political prisoners were
handcuffed and unable to defend themselves
against their attackers throughout the entire
brutal assault.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Diaz Echemendia lan-
guishes in conditions that according to Am-
nesty International are rat infested and crawl-
ing with mice and cockroaches, with nothing
but a small hole in the ground as a “bath-
room”. In prison Mr. Diaz Echemendia has
been beaten and tortured at the orders of a
racist, brutal, maniacal tyrant, simply for
dreaming that the Cuban people must have
basic and fundamental universal human rights.

Madam Speaker, this is only one of the ab-
horrent episodes of violence that are contin-
ually carried out on countless innocent Cuban
men and women languishing in the darkness
and infernal hell that is Castro’s gulag. Let me
be clear, Mr. Diaz Echemendia suffers cruel
and malignant acts of hatred and horror, which
have often left him, like many others on that
oppressed island, in critical condition without
any access to medical care. And yet, though
the tyranny has attempted to destroy Mr. Diaz
Echemendia, he will never cease in his com-
mitment to freedom for Cuba.

My colleagues, it is unconscionable that just
90 miles from our shores Mr. Diaz

Echemendia is languishing in a totalitarian
gulag for his belief in freedom. My Colleagues,
we must demand the immediate release of
Francisco Herodes Diaz Echemendia and
every prisoner of conscience in totalitarian
Cuba.

TRIBUTE TO ED BRADLEY

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, | would like
to submit the following poem for the RECORD,
written by Albert Carey Caswell:

AT A WAY ED

At A Way Ed,

To our world you so gave, all in what you
said!

In how you so searched for the truth, for in
your heart we so found the proof. . . as
you read!

A—pioneer

Who to all hearts so endeared, a man who
knew no fear!

For your mission was so clear, with your
words of wisdom here . . . to enlighten
all, so very clear!

A man of color, of Great Hue!

Who lived & fought for what is right & what
is true! An inspiration, a hero for our
children to view!

Another great American, in this our great
land . . . of That Old Red, White, and
Blue!

A tall man,

Of kind voice, of quiet warm grace the peo-
ples choice . .. who above all others
would so stand!

With his beard and ear ring, to the cause of

truth himself he would bring . . . this
man!

Ed, you had such charm . . . in your own soft
grace!

The coolest of cool, that’s what we’ll remem-
ber whenever we hear your voice and
see your face!

For in the world of journalism, you shall al-
ways hold such this your fine high
place!

From the jungles of Nam,

With Bob Dylan your lyrics were on, With
The King Ali ... all hearts were so
touched so warm!

As forever in our hearts, you shall now live
on!

For Life is so short,

But, in your Sixty Minutes . . . In your time,
here on earth are so many magic mo-
ments to report!

You were Champion, A Fine Man . . . a great
work of art, who now so stands . . . you
were that sort!

At A Boy Ed,

You made it iook so easy, a bright ray in the
light of truth . . . in all you did and
what you said . . .

How you taught so many, all in this . .
fine life you led!

Ed. . . You've got one more exclusive,

You’ve got one last bag to pack, One last
plane to catch . . . as an Angel who’ll
now so etch!

God’s waiting in Heaven for you, for that
greatest of all interviews ... we’ll
miss you, God Bless!

At A Way Ed

. the
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TRIBUTE TO DIXIE LOUCKS

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, | rise
tody to honor Dixie Loucks of Fort Collins, CO.
She has led a life of service to her family,
community and country.

Dixie was the third of nine children born to
Charles and Netha McFarlane. She was
raised on the family farm in Chugwater, WY,
where she learned the value of family and
hard work.

Dixie’s family moved to Cedaredge, CO,
when she was sixteen. It was there Dixie met
the love of her life, her husband Jack Loucks.
He was the boy next door and they married on
February 22, 1948.

Jack joined the Air Force in 1949 and left
for Korea in 1951 as an F-80 fighter/bomber
pilot. He flew 101 missions. During this time
Mrs. Loucks continued to live on the family
farm and raised their daughter, Cristine. She
provided support to her husband by sending
him letters and pictures of their new daughter.
These letters were a constant inspiration for
Jack.

Throughout Jack’s military career, Mrs.
Loucks served her family and community. She
began her community service at McGuire Air
Force Base in New Jersey at the local hos-
pital, coordinating Red Cross blood drives. As
their daughters Cristine and Erylene began
school, Mrs. Loucks was a tireless volunteer
at their school and with Girl Scouts and
Campfire Girls. When the family as stationed
in Tripoli, Mrs. Loucks made dresses for the
local girls from flour sacks provided through
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment.

After Jack’s retirement the family moved to
Fort Collins. Mrs. Loucks worked in the Public
Trustee’s office and served on the U.S. mili-
tary academy selection committees. Addition-
ally, she served as a volunteer at the family’s
church, Harbor Hope First Free Methodist
Church. She has served as a Sunday School
teacher, a nursery leader and as a member of
the leadership council.

For the last 2 years Mrs. Loucks has been
a member of the ‘Knit and Knot' group who
make fleece blankets, hats and layettes for
babies of mothers in the Alpha Center for
Women.

Madam Speaker, our country is certainly
better because of Mrs. Loucks’ commitment to
her family and the years of volunteer service
within the military, her community and her
church. Hers is a life well lived and a pattern
for others to follow. | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Dixie Loucks.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF
DR. EMMA MORAN

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 23, 2007

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the constitu-
ents of the Third Congressional District of
Florida as | pay tribute to the life of Dr. Emma
Moran.
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There are those who pass this way and
touch lives, and there are those who make
lives better for having been in our midst. The
depth and breath of the life of Dr. Emma
Moran can be summed in one phrase—she
loved, she cared and she taught us how to
live through the giving of our talents.

Dr. Moran was an educator, activist, advo-
cate, and a believer in the sanctity and impor-
tance of education. She had this embracing
personality that while in her presence she
made you feel that your words and thoughts
were important to her, and that she listened
and cared. This great woman of faith, tenacity
and boundless energy embodied the better
qualities of human existence, and she de-
manded no less from each of us. Dr.

Moran was and is a true inspiration.

Rest now, my friend, for your work here is
done and your life shall live on forever in each
of us.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF 40 YEARS OF
SERVICE BY REV. ALVIN R. KOLB

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is with
great honor that | rise today to extend my con-
gratulations to Rev. Alvin R. Kolb for having
served as the minister to the Assemblies of
God for 40 years.

Since 1967, Reverend Kolb has led the spir-
itual growth of so many people looking to him
for guidance in their faith. At the age of 15, he
held his first cottage prayer meeting, and soon
after, he began organizing church revivals. It
was at one of his revivals that he met his wife,
Maralyn Enfinger Kolb. They married in 1971,
raised 5 children, and are the proud grand-
parents of 11 grandchildren.

Reverend Kolb pastored his first church in
1973; the Harold Assembly of God began with
a congregation of just five widowed women.
From there his ministry grew and he went on
to pastor the Assemblies of God at Cedar
Springs, Calvary Full Gospel, Bay Springs,
Whitfield, Bradley, and East Milton. So many
have come to know and love the Lord through
Reverend Kolb, and his ministry has prompted
others to become pastors and ministers them-
selves, such as his youngest son, Robert.

For the past 10 years, Reverend Kolb has
served as the pastor of the East Milton As-
sembly of God. Both his family and the mem-
bers of his congregation value his committent
to the church and are grateful that he will con-
tinue to serve as the leader in their thriving
place of worship for years to come.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | would like to offer my sin-
cere congratulations to a man who has served
as a role model to us all. A deep sense of per-
sonal service to congregations for 40 years is
something to truly be admired and | am thank-
ful for his dedication to the East Milton Assem-
bly of God.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE MORN-
ING STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, the
Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church has
been a historic and cultural landmark of Port-
land ever since May 17, 1959, when the con-
gregation marched from their temporary home
on North Fargo Street to their new home at
106 Northeast Ivy Street. It was there that
Reverend O.B. Williams of Vancouver Avenue
Baptist Church preached the first sermon as
Morning Star’s guest for the afternoon service.

The Church building, constructed in 1919,
and inhabited by Morning Star for the past 48
years, has come to represent not only a his-
toric landmark, but a lively center of worship.
The church also embodies an important part
of the modern-day tradition, culture, and fabric
of the community. Morning Star Missionary
Baptist Church has helped to meet the needs
of the community by providing important as-
sistance to those around them who are in
need. In addition, the church offers a venue
for a vital spiritual and social community net-
work.

The Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church
has endured much restoration and growth in
the past, but no one in the community was
prepared for the tragic burning to the ground
of this historic building on February 6, 2007. In
a show of support, many individuals, church-
es, community organizations and local busi-
nesses have offered thousands of dollars in
donations in support of the eventual recon-
struction of the church. We thank them for
their generosity.

It is with admiration and respect that the
long history of the Morning Star Missionary
Baptist Church be honored. By commemo-
rating this historic fire and the eventual recon-
struction, Portland can help to keep the mem-
ory and present duty of this church alive.

We stand with Pastor A. Wayne Johnson,
the Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church
congregation and their respective communities
in solidarity during this trying time. We recog-
nize the sense of loss that all associated must
feel surrounding this unexpected fire, and we
extend our best wishes to the congregation for
the church’s recovery and restoration. We only
hope that the church’s capacity to help the
community it has reached out to over its many
esteemed years of service will soon be re-
stored to its fullest.

————
TRIBUTE TO THE POTH HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the women of the Poth High School
Girls Basketball Team in their stunning 72-70
double-overtime victory against the top-ranked
Winnsboro in the Class 2A championship
game.

March 23, 2007

The story of the Poth High School Girls
Basketball team is of a team that fought
against the odds to achieve one of the best
high school sports victories in Texas history.
The team had lost in the semifinals each of
the previous three years, and their game
against Winnsboro was not one in which they
were expected to win. The excitement of the
crowd exploded when Whitney Wehymeyer
scored thirty points and Lauren Waclawcyzk
added sixteen points in the second overtime’s
final seconds to send Poth to the Class 2A
state championship with their 72—70 win.

Theirs was a story that echoed the classic
underdog against the presumptive winner, but
due to their remarkable team spirit and strong
determination to win, they came out on top. |
am very proud that these remarkable women
have won the state championship, and that
they are from Poth, a city in my congressional
district. The city has shown strong support of
women’s sports teams in their community.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
the women of the Poth High School Girls Bas-
ketball team, and | thank you for this time.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | will like to submit this statement for
the RECORD and regret that | was unavoidably
detained with legislative business on March
20, 2007 on the vote for rollcall vote No. 164
and on March 22, 2007 on the vote for rollcall
No. 181.

Had | been present, | would have voted:

“No” on rollcall No. 164 on the amendment
to H.R. 1227 that would require recipients of
rental assistance under the bill—those dis-
placed from their homes, many of whom lost
their jobs as a result of Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita—to perform 20 hours per week of ap-
proved work activities.

“Yea” on rollcall No. 181 on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H. Con. Res. 66,
permitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol
for a ceremony as part of the commemoration
of the days of remembrance of victims of the
Holocaust.

————

CONGRATULATING THE 2007 WE
THE PEOPLE NATIONAL FINALS

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
from April 28-30, 2007, more than 1200 stu-
dents from across the country will visit Wash-
ington, DC, to take part in the national finals
of We the People: The Citizen and the Con-
stitution, the most extensive educational pro-
gram in the country developed to educate
young people about the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights. Administered by the Center for
Civic Education, the We the People program
is funded by the U.S. Department of Education
by act of Congress.

| am proud to announce that the State of
Georgia will be represented by a class from
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Chamblee Charter High School from Atlanta at
this prestigious national event. These out-
standing students, through their knowledge of
the U.S. Constitution, won their statewide
competition and earned the chance to come to
our Nation’s Capital and compete at the na-
tional level.

While in Washington, the students will par-
ticipate in a 3-day academic competition that
simulates a congressional hearing in which
they “testify” before a panel of judges. Stu-
dents demonstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of constitutional principles as they
evaluate, take, and defend positions on rel-
evant historical and contemporary issues. It is
important to note that results of independent
studies of this nationally acclaimed program
reveal that We the People . . . students have
knowledge gains that are superior to compari-
son students. Students also display a greater
political tolerance and commitment to the prin-
ciples and values of the Constitution and Bill
of Rights than do students using traditional
textbooks and approaches. With many reports
and surveys indicating the lack of civic knowl-
edge and civic participation, | am pleased to
support such a superb program that is pro-
ducing an enlightened and engaged citizenry.

Mr. President, the names of these out-
standing students from Chamblee Charter
High School are: Sara Arment, Teresa
Bardagiy, Amee Chowdhury, Carol Coleman,
Carson Dance, Petra Ehlert, Savannah Fox,
Samuel Franklin, Elizabeth Hogan, Joseph
Hutton, Martin Hwang, Jasmine Johnson,
Jason King, Duncan Lien, Sang Oh, Laura
Ownbey, Sally Phipps, Daniel Sok, Alexander
Vidor, Kayla Vinson, and Xi Wang.

| also wish to commend the teacher of the
class, Stephen J. Rubino, who is responsible
for preparing these young constitutional ex-
perts for the national finals. Also worthy of
special recognition is John D. Hoge, the State
coordinator, and John Carr, the district coordi-
nator, who are among those responsible for
implementing the We the People program in
my State.

| wish these students much success as they
prepare to compete at the We the People na-
tional finals and applaud their exceptional
achievement.

A TRIBUTE TO THE USS “JOHN F.
KENNEDY”
HON. ANDER CRENSHAW
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 23, 2007

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take a moment to acknowledge the out-
standing leadership Captain Zecchin and the
past commanding officers of the USS Ken-
nedy, including Captain Dennis Fitzpatrick and
Captain Harv Henderson, have provided to the
sailors and this great Nation.

Naval leadership depends on two core mili-
tary values—cohesiveness and mission. Or-

chestrating 3,500 sailors to pull together to ac-
complish a mission, whether that mission is
war, training, repair or preparing to decommis-
sioning, is a monumental task. The Kennedy's
39 years of outstanding service is due to the
series of leaders who stood at her helm and
kept her ready at a moment’s notice. | wish
Captain Zecchin well on his next tour as the
Commanding Officer of the USS Kitty Hawk;
we will miss him here in Mayport.

The Kennedy has seen many farewells—
from the spouses and family of its crew and
from Navy servicemen seeing her off on var-
ious deployments. Just think, how many loved
ones have proudly watched their son or
daughter sail off to gloriously defend our free-
dom and preserve our way of life. But at the
end of each deployment there has always
been a welcome home. Today, we say good-
bye for the last time.

We are here today to say farewell to a ship
that has symbolized so much to so many.

To the sailor, the Kennedy has been a
home away from home on many deployments.
She represents small town America, where
many of her sailors are from. Her population
is a little over 5,000 and she boasts a post of-
fice, doctors’ offices, a place of worship, res-
taurants that serve over 15,000 meals a day
and employment opportunities for all. She has
elevators, runways, and a busy airport.

This “carrier” town represents the best of
America. All the sailors work together toward
a common goal, never separated by race or
class or gender. Ships are steel, they are not
alive. It is the crew who bring a ship to life.
The stories that emerge from her sailors will
keep her spirit alive. The Kennedy will con-
tinue to live in the lives of the thousands of
sailors who manned her rail, flight crews who
donned a rainbow of colored shirts and made
her flight deck roar to life, and aviators who
were catapulted into the sky and prayed to
catch her hook on their return.

To the Jacksonville community, the Ken-
nedy will always be a symbol of our great city.
She has meant so much to this community
and this community has meant so much to
her. Here on this pier where you sit today, the
sailors of the Kennedy and the men and
women of our local ship-repair companies
worked long hours on grueling jobs to com-
plete the largest pier-side availability ever ac-
complished in the Navy. The skills of the arti-
sans from these Jacksonville companies have
kept the boilers and propulsion plant working
during the Kennedy's time in Mayport.

Big John’s connection to our community is
more than just the economic base she pro-
vides. We will miss her sailors and their wives
and husbands. We will miss the children in our
local schools and athletic clubs. We will miss
their involvement in the Mayport community.

To our country, the Kennedy has been part
of our history for 39 years. She is one of the
finest ships in the world’s finest Navy. As our
country continues to fight the war on terror, we
must remember the role the Kennedy played
in the earliest counter-terrorist actions.

Even though she entered active duty during
the height of the Vietnam War, she soon
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found herself in a role more familiar to today—
spending the first of several deployments in
the Mediterranean to help deal with a deterio-
rating situation in the Middle East. In the
1980’s, she responded to the growing crisis in
Lebanon, and in 1988 F—14 Tomcats launched
from the Kennedy intercepted and downed two
hostile Libyan MiGs in response to Libya’s ter-
rorist activities. On the Kennedy's most recent
deployment, the air wing dropped more than
64,000 pounds of ordnance on Taliban and al
Qaeda targets.

To me personally, | share many of the same
memories as the Jacksonville community, but
the Kennedy also provided me with the great
honor of joining the national debate on how
the Navy is going to meet the threats of to-
morrow while fighting the budget pressures of
today. The discussion that followed the an-
nouncement that the Kennedy would be de-
commissioned was good for our Navy, good
for our Congress and good for our Nation.

We must be keenly aware of how important
our aircraft carrier fleet is to this Nation’s abil-
ity to counter current threats and deter future
aggression. Carriers are mammoth cities, and
are not constructed in a single day. We cannot
take lightly the decision to take an aircraft car-
rier out of service; that decision cannot be re-
versed. The discussion will continue well past
the final days of the John F. Kennedy, and |
will remain an active member of any debate
on the size and shape of our Navy fleet, and
for this | thank the John F. Kennedy.

To Mayport, the Kennedy has been the
symbol of this national treasure. This Naval
Station is defined not only by the ships that
are home ported here, but also by its strategic
location to counter the ever growing threats in
South America and the Caribbean. If we do
not deter the aggression and narco-terrorist
threats today, South America could very well
become the next Afghanistan. Terrorist train-
ing camps would be dangerously close to our
own shores.

| will continue to work with our Navy leader-
ship to make sure that we have the right ships
in the right places for the right missions. The
Navy needs Mayport even more now than it
did when the Kennedy battle group called her
home.

The Kennedy is a great and noble ship and
when this day is done, she will cease to be
four and a half acres of sovereign U.S. terri-
tory that can launch an array of fighter aircraft
and precision weapons which strike terror in
the hearts of America’s enemies. She will be
stripped, docked and viewed by most as just
a great mass of steel. Her dedicated crew will
be dispersed to other carriers and they will
continue to perform their duties. And as those
who served aboard her and as those in our
community who loved her, remember the glory
of the USS John F. Kennedy—then our ship,
the sacrifices of her crew and the freedom she
fought to defend will continue to live on and
on.
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